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The title of this work justifies an expectation of its embracing 
a careful, and exhaustive exhibition of the literature and literary 
history of the United States, full and exact in bibliographical informa- 
tion, rich in personal reminiscences connected with literary life, com- 
plete in that entire circle of facts which illustrate our intellectual ad- 
vancement, and indicative of a candid and judicial temper on the part 
of its authors. The " Cyclopedia of American Literature " if judged 
only by its name, and the extraordinary preliminary commendations 
it has received, would probably find its way to the principal public 
and private libraries of this country and Europe. 

It has been said, perhaps with perfect sincerity, that the work of 
exhibiting the past history of American letters is now done, " for the 
first time, and for all time," since the capacities of the human mind are 
not likely to admit of any improvement upon what the Messrs. Duyck- 
inck have here accomplished. Perhaps it is so ; but the most con- 
summate displays of genius and executive ability have never been held 
to be privileged among critics ; their only just advantage has been a 
repelling power against injustice ; and we may venture to examine 
what seems to be Uie common judgment in this case, therefore, with- 
out presumption, and with a perfect assurance that if we err in our esti- 
mation of the merits of the production before us, those merits, more 
truly appreciated by others, will be a sufficient foil against our errors. 

The time has passed when a reviewer's epithets, commending or 
condemning a book, were conclusive as to its qualities. Certain recent 
and familiar instances of praise as universal as it was absurd, of books 

* Cyclopedia of American Literature ; embracing Personal and Critical No- 
tices of Authors, and Selections from their Writings, from the Earliest Period 
to the Present Day, with Portraits, Autoeraphs, and other Illustrations. By 
Evart A. Duyckinck and George L Duyckmck. 2 vols. Syo. New York, 1856. 
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which it is now understood no man can keep upon his shelves without 
hazard to his good reputation, have made readers suspicious of " the 
opinions of the press." Criticism at present, therefore, is authoritative 
only as it is demonstrative. Estimates, neatly deli^^ered, are read, and, 
if from approved sources, have a certain influence ; but in all cases the 
^intelligent reader wishes to have before him the more significant facts 
upon which they are based. In the desultory observations we propose, 
upon this " Cyclopedia of American Literature,'' we shall endeavor to 
be so explicit and particular, and to deal only in facts so readily appre- 
ciable by every person of ordinary intelligence and understanding, that 
any suspicion of prejudice or want of candor will be impossible. In 
the few hours which we can devote to it, and the narrow limits that 
necessarily hem in the writer for a daily paper, the work must of course 
be treated superficially, and we can touch but here and there a point, 
merely indicating, as it were, what might be done if the book's im- 
portance would justify a more elaborate criticism. 

Its general plan is the same as that of Chambers's well-known 
Cyclopaedia of English Literature, and it would have been better if the 
model had been more rigidly followed, though it might have been de- 
parted from by a judicious author, in many instances, with signal 
advantage. The simple rule of considering our makers of books in 
chronological order, is one so easily observed, that the most rigid ad- 
herence to it could scarcely be deemed a positive merit ; yet the Messrs. 
Duyckinck disregard it so frequently as to suggest a conviction of un- 
pardonable carelessness. The composition known as the " Fore-father'& 
Song," which, they admit, was written as early as 1630, is placed after 
a notice of the works of Benjamin Thomson, who was horn in 1640, 
and wrote his principal poems about the year 1*700. John Cotton's lines 
on Thomas Hooker are mentioned in such a way as to induce an im- 
pression that they were first printed in Morton's " Mernorial,-' in 1669 ; 
but they are " preserved " more appropriately in Hooker's " Survey of 
the Summe of Church Discipline," published twenty-one years before — 
that is, in 1648. This sort of disorder pervades the volumes. In a 
" Cyclopedia of American Literature," it was of course proper to notice 
the means and results of education among us. The history of our com- 
mon schools — the special boast and glory of American civilization — is a 
theme to excite enthusiasm, and its illustration was easy from the 
annals of our watchful and progressive legislation on the subject. A 
majority of our authors, as well as men of affairs, have been graduates^ 
not of the universities, but of the common schools. Yet of these insti- 
tutions we have not a word, from the beginning to the end of the 
Messrs. Duyckinck's labors. Instead, we have accounts of a few of the 
principal colleges — perhaps one-fifteenth or one-twentieth of those now 
existing in the United States. So incomplete an exhibition is of na 
value. We refer to the matter here, however, because it is made one 
of the causes of that chaos of arrangement which must vex every one 
who attempts to read or consult these volumes. Succinct sketches of 
such establishments might have constituted a portion of a chapter on 
the education of the American people ; but those which are noticed at 
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all, are introduced — each under the date of its foundation — ^in the midst 
of personal memoirs, and all the men of eminence ever connected 
with them have their stories told under the same head. Thus, in 
the earlier part of the first volume we have noted the beginning of Yale 
College in 1647, and in the pages immediately following, sketches of 
SillJman, Olmsted, and other professors who are now living. 

The selection of subjects for biographical or critical treatment ap- 
pears to have been governed by no rule or principle whatever, unless 
one may be found in the facility with which paragraphs about certain 
<5haracters could be compiled from monthly magazines, quarterly reviews, 
biographical dictionaries, or other easily accessible works. William 
Morell came to New England in 1623, and remained one year; Wil- 
liam Wood, about the same time, made a short visit to Boston. It does 
not appear that either of them ever wrote a line here, or intended to 
settle here ; but both are formally introduced as American authors. 
William Vaughan, who visited Newfoundland, but never touched the 
fioil of what is now the United States, is also treated as an American 
author, in two columns of biography and criticism. Captain John 
Smith was in Virginia and along the coast previous to 1615, and six 
columns are devoted to his achievements in American literature. Soon 
after, we have a life of Rev. Samuel Ward, of Ipswich, England, with 
a part of one of his sermons, preached and printed in England, although 
this Rev. Samuel Ward was never in America, never wrote a syllable 
about America, or, so far as we are informed, knew of the discoveiy or 
existence of this continent. Another Ward, of whom there is a long 
account — Nathaniel — did, when between sixty and seventy years of 
age, come to Massachusetts Bay, and after his return home, where he 
lived still many years, wrote several volumes, in some of which there 
are allusions to his visit this side the Atlantic. 

On pages 262 and 263 of the first volume we have biographical and 
critical notices of George Huddesford, an English versifier of very lit- 
tle merit, and John Lapraik, a Scotchman, of the same rank, though 
neither of them ever came to America or had any thing whatever to do 
with America or American literature. Huddesford is deemed worthy 
of from sixty to seventy lines, and Lapraik of about fifty. It would be 
difficult to assign any adequate reason for bringing these names thus 
conspicuously into a " Cyclopedia of American Literature ; " but the 
very unsatisfactory excuse which is offered is, that Lindley Murray too 
closely imitated their songs ! It is a poor rule that will not work both 
ways, and Murray himself, though born in Pennsylvania, can hardly be 
called an American author (since he went abroad while a youth, before 
commencing his career as a wiiter, and never returned,) by the Messrs. 
Buyckinck, who do not hesitate to regard as an American every foreigner 
whose literary life, or any part of whose literary life, has been passed 
in this country. 

The most conspicuous, and, upon the whole, perhaps the most 
ridiculous example of dragging in persons whose claim to a place in 
the work consists in the ease with which articles about them could be 
manufactured, is that of Bishop Berkeley. Most readers are aware 
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that this ecclesiastic was an Irishman, and those at all familiar with his 
history know that he was on this continent but two or three years^ 
His professional and autorial activity were displayed in the Irish see of 
Cloyne. There would have been almost as much propriety in intro- 
ducing Shakespeare, because he wrote of " the still vexed Bermoothes," 
or Burns, because he once cherished a design of emigrating to New 
York. Certainly Thomas Moore, who wrote some of his most (exquisite 
songs on the banks of the Schuylkill, by the Dismal Swamp, and the 
Mohawk, and in whose works are numerous illustrations of American 
scenery and manners, was far more deserving of consideration in such 
a work. Still, the interest which Berkeley manifested in our colonial 
institutions of learning entitled him to some passing allusions in a his- 
tory of our intellectual progress, and we were not unprepared, therefore, 
for even the fifty-one lines bestowed upon him in the account of Yale 
College, and the sixteen he receives as an adviser of the course of study 
in King's College, at New York. These notices of the Irish clergyman 
who happened to pass a few months in Rhode Island, seemed, indeed, 
absurdly long, when we discovered that the voluminous and illustrious 
native author, Dr. Jonathan Edwards, whose treatise of ** Liberty and 
Necessity" is among the miracles of logic, whose work on the Indian 
languages is one of the standards in ethnological science, and whose 
name is deservedly held in the highest respect by philosophers and 
theologians throughout the world, was dismissed with a single para- 
graph, of but one-fourth their length, in the sketch of Union College* 
Yet while the great Edwards, whose fame it becomes us so proudly to 
cherish, is not once again alluded to in the entire work, this Irish tra- 
veler, the Bishop of Cloyne, is brought forward the third time, in an 
elaborate biography and criticism reaching through ten columns ! 

As we have seen, the Messrs. Duyckinck quote one of the sermons 
of Samuel Ward as a specimen of American literature (else why is it 
quoted at all ?), though Ward was never out of England ; but of one of 
the characters really best entitled to an eminent position in our colonial 
literary annals, all they have to offer is, incidentally : " John Higgin- 
son, of Salem, himself a man of some literature, died in 1708, at the ex- 
treme age of ninety-two years, seventy-two of which he had passed in 
the ministry." Now, this John Higginson was one of the great men of 
New England, and incomparably the best writer, native or foreign, who 
lived in America during the first hundred years of her colonization. 
That portion of his " attestation " to the Magnalia, which treats of the 
exodus of the Puritans, has not been surpassed in strength and grandeur 
in all the orations ever delivered at Plymouth Rock, those of Webster 
and Everett not excepted. 

Generally, the information embraced in these volumes, respecting 
the great lights of learning and literature who were in New England 
before the Revolution, is far more meager and less satisfactory than that 
which may be found in Elliot's and Allen's biographical dictionaries. 
Of Thomas Hooker's works, not one-fourth in number, extent, or impor- 
tance, are in any way mentioned. *' The Soul's Implantation," which 
has been considered his best performance, our authors seem never to 
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have heard of. Of the ** renowned Mr. Thomas Shepard," they are 
almost as ignorant. In their peculiar style of English, they tell us, 
indeed, that his " reputation has been among the most permanent of 
his brethren of the early New England clergy^'* meaning, of course, 
that the said Shepard's " reputation" was one of the said ** clergy," and 
to prove its or his permanence they mention that two of his produc- 
tions " have been reprinted in England during the last quarter of a cen- 
tury.'* Persons tolerably familiar with such subjects might have told 
them that the complete works of Shepard, edited by the learned Dr. 
Alger, of Cambridge, have been reprinted in four stout octavos, at Bos- 
ton, within the last half dozen years. In the life of Roger Williams,, 
instead of an estimate of his genius and influence, we have three point- 
less letters of a Mrs. Sadlier, an Englishwoman, never in America,, 
written to Williams while he was in England, to persuade him to enter 
the Episcopal Church. 

Approaching the period of the Revolution, we find a profound 
ignorance of all that political literature which, shaped the public feeling 
and action, except in a few instances with which every school-boy is 
familiar. " The great Dr. Mayhew, of the Revolution," meaning Dr. 
J. Mayhew, who died in lYYO, is briefly noticed, but not in the manner 
demanded by his character or activity. A Frenchman, St. Jean de 
Crevecoeur, who printed a feeble work about the common life of the 
American people, which Hazlitt read because the subject had then the 
merit of novelty, has eight columns devoted to him. The celebrated 
diplomat and philosopher, Phillip Mazzei, who lived many years in 
Virginia about the same time, and whose four octavo volumes of " Re- 
cherches Historiques et Politiques sur les Etats Unis" embrace some of 
the most brilliant sketches of American colonial life ever written, is not 
mentioned; nor is Talleyrand, whose descriptions of the American 
woodcutter and the American fisherman are declared by Lord 
Brougham to be his masterpieces in literary art. Henry Cruger, a ren- 
egade American, who during the Revolution obtained a seat in the Brit- 
ish Parliament, where he made a few commonplace speeches, occupies 
nearly five columns. If Cruger, who vmrote nothing^ is entitled to so 
large a space, how is it that we have no notice of George Chalmers, of 
Maryland, author of the " Political Annals of the United Colonies," the 
" History of the Revolt of the American Colonies," and several other 
standard works in American history ? or that the accomplished Dulany, 
of Maryland, and Oliver Delancy, and fifty others, who were politically 
in the same category, but distinguished from Cruger by being indus- 
trious and able writers for the Crown, are not named ? Seventeen col- 
umns are given to Thomas Paine, whose abilities and services are 
absurdly exaggerated. Paine, of course, is treated as an American 
author, though but a small portion of his life was passed here, and less than 
one-third of his works were written here. Two of the four extracts fi'om 
them quoted as specimens of American literature, were written in Eu- 
rope — one in England, before Paine*s first visit to' this country, and the 
other while he was a resident and citizen of France. 

A considerable portion of the selections of verse in this part of the 
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work have as little claim to the tiUe of literature as the jargon of idiots. 
A silly fellow named Parke, in 1786 published translations from Hor- 
ace, with " original poems." He was a laughing stock in his day, being 
justly regarded as destitute of any abilities that should save him from 
contempt He was indeed inferior to the creature since known as 
" Pop Emmons," whose national epic, " The Fredoniad," in four large 
volumes, embraces cantos on *' Hell " " Sackett's Harbor," and " The 
Wall of Heaven." Yet some half-dozen columns of the ** Cyclopedia 
of American Literature" are devoted to his pitiable riffraflf. It illus- 
trates the judgment of the Messrs. Duyckinck, that the amiable, pains- 
taking and erudite historian and statesman, Dr. Ramsay, of South 
Oarolma, whose " Life of Washington," " History of the United States," 
and other works, are so highly esteemed by the judicious, occupies but 
the single page next preceding. Forty pages are filled with a chapter 
entitled ** Ballad Literature of the Indian, French and Revolutionary 
Wars." It contains little worth preserving, except those specimens 
copied, for the most part without any acknowledgment, from an article 
entitled " Minstrelsy of the Indian Wars and the Revolution," in Gra- 
ham's Magazine for 1 842. Some of the extracts of blank verse, and 
verse without a name, obtained by the Messrs. Duyckinck from other 
sources, surpass in pointless stupidity any thing we have elsewhere seen, 
and are a gross libel on the revolutionary age, in which they were 
probably as little known as in ours. Referring to the patriotic song, 
" Come join hand in hand, brave Americans all !" our authors say it 
** Jias been attributed both to Mercy Warren and to John Dickinson." 
Now, in Tudor's Life of Otis, which in another part of the work they 
criticise as if they had read it, John Dickinson says himself, in a letter 
to Otis, that he wrote the song, with some assistance from Arthur Lee, 
of Virginia. This, with us, is quite satisfactory authority. In the same 
connection they quote *' The Vermonters' Song of 17 76," as an undoubted 
antique, though it was originally written hardly twenty years ago. 

We do not remember that in any of the histories of English literature 
much attention is devoted to the lives of Lintot or Curl ; but as they 
were, if not authors, the acquaintances and employers of many eminent 
literary men, and often exercised an important influence upon their for- 
tunes, such attention would have been pardonable. By what logic, how- 
ever, the appropriation of ten or eleven columns in a " Cyclopedia of 
American Literature," to James Rivington, the " King's printer " in New 
York during the Revolution, can be justi6ed, we shall have to wait a 
long time to discover. Rivington was about as much a literary man as 
Mr. Jared W. Bell has been. The chief influence he had upon literature 
was as a retail bookseller, and the Messrs. Duyckinck give us one of his 
advertisements to show the extent of his stock. It would have been 
perfectly proper if they had given us an account of Stephen Daye, the 
first printer in New England, or of William Bradford, the first printer 
west of the Hudson, or of John Peter Zenger, whose famous trial in 
New York was the immediate cause of the earliest public recognition 
and thorough establishment of the freedom of the press ; but these 
persons are not alluded to ; and our authors did not even know of the 
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only fact in Rivington's career which could have served as an apology 
for introducing his name : his having advertised an intention of em- 
ploying some person to compile a volume of our colonial poetry. 

We look in vain through every part of the work for such fruits of a 
loving familiarity with the intellect of the country, and its development, 
as should have been an assurance to the authors of their vocation. 
Many of the subjects demanded patient and sagacious research, and 
were susceptible of such handling as would have made them highly 
int^esting. But every thing appears to have been done carelessly and 
feebly, which the compilers did not find already done by other hands. 
Take, for example, the case of Joseph Dennie, the celebrated editor of 
The Port Folio. Although the writings of Dennie do not vindicate his 
traditional fame, he was unquestionably a man of fine and peculiar 
genius, who exercised in various ways an extraordinary influence upon 
the mental habits and tastes of our countrymen. A brief obituary in 
The Port Folio, with a few reminiscences in the pleasant volumes of 
autobiography by J. T. Buckingham, furnish all that is here given us 
of this remarkable individual. Not one word is said of his political 
troubles in Philadelphia ; his intimacy with Thomas Moore ; his memoir 
of Moore's early life, prefixed to the first collection of that poet's works 
ever printed in the United States ; his wonderful talents as a raconteur ; 
the brilliancy and kindliness of his spoken wit, " which sometimes," 
according to his friend Ingraham, ** kept his friends in laughter and 
tears till they were startled from the night's enjoyment by breakfast 
bells ;" of the ruin induced by his amiable infirmities; the epitaph for his 
monument, in which his young friend, John Quincy Adams, described 
his character; the youthful writers whom he had brought forward; or 
the curious fact that one of them — the subsequently renowned Nicholas 
Biddle — was his immediate successor in the editorship of his magazine. 
Indeed, we have almost nothing of what should have constituted Dennie's 
biography. ^ 

This reference to Mr. Nicholas Biddle, of whose literary life the 
Messrs. Duyckinck seem to be more ignorant than even of Dennie's, re- 
minds us of his brother, the profound lawyer, the earnest and impressive 
Congressional debater, the astute scholar, familiar with the best literature 
and weightier learning of every age, who was as respectable for his 
virtues as he was distinguished for his abilities — Richard Biddle, 
whose memoir of Sebastian Cabot constitutes, beyond question, one of 
the finest monuments of American historical research. Until this subject 
attracted the attention of Mr. Biddle, scarcely more was known of the 
life of that famous discoverer than of the life of William Shakspeare ; 
but its difficulties, not less than its importance, arrested and detained 
his interest ; and, with a mind trained to the subtle inquisitions of the 
Courts, a ready command of the resources of related knowledge, and an 
indomitable ardor which the labor of years could not depress, he began 
and pursued those inquiries which were crowned with the complete 
success that is revealed in his Memoir, published in London in 1832. 
The name of Richard Biddle, preposterous as such an assertion may 
seem, does not once occur in this "Cyclopedia of American Literature." 
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But we anticipate : we shall have occasion presently to mention a great 
number of other omissions, some of which are quite as conclusive as to 
the ignorance and incapacity of the authors of this pretentious perform- 
ance. It may be as well first to make some' examination of the general 
literary qualifications exhibited by our critics, to see whether they 
should be exempted from the fate of a certain Gipsy herald, whose 
adventures are related in the diverting history of Quentin Durward. 

A histoiy of literature, it will of course be admitted, should itself 
be literature ; yet it may be doubted whether the annals of bookmaking 
furnish more melancholy examples than are to be found in this work, of 
an utter incapacity to write intelligibly, perspicuously, or even gram- 
matically. As the monthly magazines and weekly and daily newspa- 
pers have, as with one accord, asserted the indefectible grace, elegance, 
perspicacity, energy, freshness, &c., &c., &c., of the Messrs. Duyck- 
inck's style, we must demonstrate the justness of our censure ; and we 
are sorry to say that no more easy task could be set before us. Should 
we transcribe one-tenth of the bungling and incomprehensible sentences 
noted while hurriedly reading these volumes, a single number of the 
Herald would not contain even this portion of our review. We shall 
be content, and our readers will be more than content, with a few 
specimens, taken almost at random : — 



A large number [of dagaerreotTpee] have been taken by Hr. M. B. Brady, of New York—* 

Bclent gaarantee of this etoffs ftfw^ toorl:.— L, x. 

Michael Wigglesworth waa, in hii day, one of the most sncceasfhl of onr early 'writers.^. ST. 



Is Mr. Duyckinck sure of this ? Was not Wigglesworth " one of 
the most successful of our early writers," some time since the Mexican 
War? 

Increase Mather developed the leaminff of the name,—l 69. 
A mountain of learning and theology was heaped nx>on his childhood. — \, CO. 
Led Cotton Matiier to enter so ylgoronslv upon the praseGution of witchcraft.— i. 60. 
The glooms of his disposition grew darker in aee as death approached, a friend whom he was 
glad to meet, when he eaopired, at Uie completion of his sixty-fifth year. — ^i. 62. 
In the ripe period of his book productiveness not a date is missing.— i. 62. 

Did he publish a book every day for forty years ? 

CoL Byrd Is a little free in his language at times, but that belongs to the race of hearty livers of 
his centi^.— i. 75. 

£ev. Elisha Williams became rector, vMch he continued till 1789.— i. 87. 

Franklin^s voluminous oorreepondence would cUone have given him a high literary reputation 
u A letter toriter. 

The aggregate of his distinct literary compositions oui-distancea the labors of many who have 
worked oUrecUy for reputation and the booksellers.- L 109. 

We have alluded to Franklin's philosophy as indicative of the religious powers. Here it may 
be said that he rather lived by them than in them. He appreciated the devout and transcendant 
labors of such men as Jonathan Edwards, in laying the foundations [of what ?], and could empty 
his pockets at the heart stirring appeals of Whitefield.— /2>i(2. 

His (Byles's) first wife was a niece of Gov. Belcher, and her succeesor^-^ dignity apparenJUy 
diminUhing wUh the rdation$Mp—& daughter of lieut. Gov. Tailer.— i. 119. 

Is the daughter of a Lieutenant Governor a less dignified person 
than the niece of a Governor ? or is a second wife less nearly related to 
her husband than a first wife ? 

Like most well educated writers of verse he 7ui8 tried his hand on a few of the odes of Horace. 
—1. 188. 

Of course the reader will suppose the man who ?ui8 done this is still 
living— but he died one hundred and sixteen years ago. 
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B«rkelev was to the ootmiry not only a pertonal friend, bat a benefiEustor— L 16Su 
The anthor of these letters was a French gentleman, born in 1781, of a noble ytzm%, at Caen, 
in Normandy, toho at the age of sticteen, &c. — ^L 178. 

Ix)oked at as history, we may say it [the History of Gonnecticnt, by Peters,] is nnreliable ; but 
regarded as a sanib, which the anthor almost had the opportunity of writing with quills pltictsd 
from Ma torWdng body kd^ planted there hy his over-eectUms or^ren, of Hebron^ it is vastly 
enjoyable, and may be fo^ven. The/^iK mov^fktd homorons gravity of the style is irresistible. — 

The anthor of *'M*Fingal** had more of the pouaer^i Hopkinaon a larger proportion of that 
gtfnXLe qwQ4i/y which plays aronnd the heart— i. 209. 

A more finished and aooomplMied work [than the " Miscellaneous Essays and Occasional 
Writinga of Hopkinson *'] has never issued from the American press. 

Of this political writer we find an account in the "Autobiography of John Adams," from which 
it appears that he was a native of Massachusetts Bay, in the town cff'Suffidd.-A. 228. 

He had been apprenticed to a trade^ from which he ran away, hi debt to his master. — Ihid, 

There is much sjv humor in this book, hit off in a neat qua4nt 8tvle.—l 256. 

He sailed from New Bedford to aaaertain tke idUmd discovered by Gosnold in 1602, which he 
had stated incorrectly in the first volume of bis blc^raphiea. Finding the exact locality on ihs 
island <^ OiMyhwnJc, he re-wrote the life tor the second volume, and introduced a description of 
the spot— /Md. 

Dr. Bobert Smith, of Scoto-Irish descent, who came to this country in his childhood, a man 
of ed%toaii(m and character,— L 274. 

Dr. Witherspoon, in 1788, was induced to visit England for the purpose of collectine fonds for 
the institution ; a rather early application after the war, wMoh toaa unauccesii^—L 277. 

His sagadtp- was shown in the old Continental Clongreas, toh^^ he earnestly opposed the 
appointment of Thomas Paine as Secretary to the Oommtttee of Foreign Affaira, whom he 
already distrnsted.— L 277. 

Our own knowledge of Dr. Witherspoon enables us to say that it 
was Paine, and not the committee, whom he distrusted. 

He wrote the Congressional Addresses to the People, recommendlDg fiuta and ThongTda on 
American Libertpf and several war topics in the newspapers.— L 277. 

We suspect, but are by no means confident, that the Messrs. 
Duyckinck intended in these lines to convey the meaning that Wither- 
spoon wrote the Addresses of Congress in which fasts were recommend- 
ed, and an essay entitled " Thoughts on American Liberty," besides 
discussing in the newspapers several subjects connected with the war. 

A portion of these lines has been happily introduced in the excellent novel by John Esten 
Cooke, of the Virginia Comedians, which introduces us in a spirit of delicate sentiment and 
elevated romance to the chivalric olden time of the State. — ^i. 285. 

Now, Mr. Cooke is an estimable member of the bar of Virginia, and 
was never in any way connected with the play actors of that Common- 
wealth. But is it " a portion of those lines,*' or Mr. Cooke's novel, 
that " introduces " us to all this romance and chivalry ? 

After passing through college, devoted himself to mer<^iandiaef a purauit which he soon 
abandoned.~i. 287. 

The couplet we have quoted is found in an epilogue to the tragedy of Cato, written in 1778. It 
is occupied by a parallel between the scenes and characters which have Just passed before the 
spectators^ eyes, and those in which the author and audience were alike participants.— L 286. 

Which is so occupied, the couplet or the epilogue ? 

They wrote, together, papers in the style of the Spectator, then the standard model for this 
class of composition&— i. 809. 

When did the Spectator cease to be the "standard model" for 
" compositions " " in the style of the Spectator " ? 

Trumbull returned to New Haven, and wrote what now aianda as the first, second, and third 
cantos of M*FingaL— /&i(2. 

Becoming President, Madison filled the secretairshlp during bis administration, succeeding to 
the Presidency itself in 1809. On the completion of his second term he withdrew to bis home in 
yiTffinla, where^ with the exception of a couple of months, while he was engaged in the revision 
of the State Constitution at Bichmond, and his visits to Charlottsville, where he succeeded 
Jefi'erson as rector, he never (tfterwarda toeni "beyond the Hmita cfhia ccmn^.— L 828. 

The first of the ancestors of Gouvemeur Morris, who emigrated to America, was Bichard Morris 
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who iB flaid to have been an officer in CornwalUs's amv. His eon Levis snoceeded to his estate- 
and filled, during the last years of his life, the office (« Ooyemor of New Jeisey. His eldest 8on« 
Lewis, became a member of the New York Legislature, in which he adopted the liberal side. He 
had eight children, four of whom were sons, and out of these sons Gouyernenr was the yoongest— 
L84a 

From all this it appears that several of the ancestors of Gouvemeur 
Morris emigrated from some foreign country, and that the first of them, 
Richard, the great-great-grandfather of Gouvemeur, was an officer in 
the army of Comwallis, a general of about the same age as Gouver- 
neur himself! This master Richard Morris must have been rather an 
old soldier ! The question of the sex of Gouvemeur we cannot deter- 
mine. Lewis Morris had eight children, four of whom were sons, and 
out of these sons, Gouvemeur was the youngest Is it possible that he 
was the youngest daughter ? 

Hospital duties after thejldd at Saratoga*— L 878. 

The JPreaident, soon contemplating retiremerUJirom age^—A, 879. 

By what means 1 Suicide, or a league with Robert Balsamo, or a 
search for the Fountain of Youth ? 

opposition to the Church of England interest, for a long time thwarted the plans o/the ccUegt. 

John Marshal], the author of the " Life of Washington," and the^iM2<oiaZ haaU qf authority of 
the Supreme Court of the United States.— L 404. 

We never before saw it stated that Marshall was the American 
Constitution. 

The trctdUione^ reputation of Ames for eloqnence, Tumded doton by his friends and fellow 
politicians, has not expired in his published writings. One of these a/necdotes, which we have 
heard related, exhIbifcB the man.— L 469. 

The quick and JbrgeUfoe foncy of Ames.— T&id 

The conclusion of his speech on the British treaty, token he alludes to his feeble health. — ^i. 470. 

The letters of Ames are sharply written, with point, and occasional felicities of expression, 
but they are not elaborate or highly finished compositions rarely partaking of the essay character 
of some of Webster's epistles.- /McK. 

From 1812 to 1822 Webster resided at Amherst, Mass., irAen he returned to ISTew Haven. 
— L 476. 

When the war was ended he had an opportunity to give proof of his ability with the pen, in his 
authorship of the celebrated *' Kewbu^ Letters," dated from the camp at that place.— L 480. 

Lippincott mentions no such place as Newburg Letters. 

We may detect the inflnence of Darwin, who was then the fashionable poet of the day in bis 
lines. In the opening of one of the cantos he pays the usual compliments qf the day to his 
brother bards.— 1 496. 

Unimportant as a collection of poetry, it is a curious picture of the closing years of the last 
century, when Washington declined a re-election to t^e Presidency (the subject for several pMres 
of heroic verse), when Shea rebelled in Massachusetts (celebrated in an ironical song), when En- 
rope was seething with the comiog revolution (a lively newsmonger's ballad), &o., &&— L 514. 

What is the ** subject of several pages of heroic verse " ? Who or 
what is *' celebrated in an ironical song " ? and when did Europe, or the 
" coming revolution," become a lively "ballad " ? 

The impvied writer of the political poetical tract of the Jaoobiniad— L 585. 

He published an elegy, **The Triumphs of Superstition,'* which denotes his thoughts and feel- 
ings.- I 561. 

Bom In 1769, In the town ot Dover in Ddafcare, the son of a Scotch clergyman who passed 
forty-three years of ministerial duty, &c.— i. 568. 

A sea captain, who had retired with a moderate fortune by the name C(f Alhee.—\. 685. 

Wirt's practice in the Supreme Court gained him greai, reputation where he frequently met 
his I^al antagonist Pinkney.— 1. 617. 

At one time Wirt — as uhat American atUhor has net t — ^meditated a production in the 
drama.— L 618. 

Timothy Pickering, the early whig leader of Salem, hie native place, the fellow soldier of 
Washington, and his Secretary of State from 1795 until bis removal in the administration oi Adams 
in 1800 ; subsequently a member of Congress, a member of the Board of War in 1812, as he had 
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discharoed numeroas similar datles in the revolatlon ; again member of Congress from 1814 to 
1817, 'man be retired, at that period, to private life, emplojring himself in •gri<»iltiire.— i. (ms. 

His form seemed to fill upas amplj to the eye, as hf s career and words to the mind« the ,^dl 
ideal of a Bishop.— L <S50. 

Mr. Bristed was enUiasiastlc in tti9 pursuit of his eontdotions.-^L 668. 

Did he ever catch them ? 

He sabseqaently, in 1825, retamed to theoonntry, as mtnister plenipotentiary, under the admin- 
istratlon of Adams, where he maintained his personal tndependenoa.— i. 661. 

Mr. WuL Irving, who had married his smer, a man of wit and genlas.— IL 1. 

He [Story] was a great favorite, with his handsome florid face and long aubnm ringlets.— li. 10. 

Dane offered $10,000 as the fonnds^ion of a law professorship, on the oonditi<m that Story 
shonld become <t« first professor.— /&«<2. 

The legal writings of Story yW>m his ownpen. — ^iL 18. 

In 1819 he retamed to America for a period of two years, which he passed in Boston, and <U 
thds time married the sister itf Dr. Ohannlng.— IL IS. 

▲boat midnight, netuf the dcMnt/ng of Sunday.- T&fd. 

Nothing left his easel or his desk, which mtsa not the ripe prodact of his mi/nd^ which had cost 
not only IsAkh' but perplexity.— /&ie2. 

The work woula have been completed, and h^w created.— iWd. 

Webster^s Ikther, a farmer, and according to the habit of the country and times, an innkeeper. — 

11. s". 

So, all New Hampshire fanners then kept taverns ! 

Its author, who is understood to ha/oe been C. 0. Felton. 

When did Prof. Felton die ? or if living, who is he now. ? 

Oalhonn read the histories of BoIUn, Bobertson and Voltaire with such asslHaity, Uiat In four- 
teen weeks he had despatched several of each,— it 85. 

In his personal character^ Calhoun was of great purity and simplicity of charaet«^.—]i. 86. 

Col Benton^s moderate course on the slavery questton not being approved by a majority 
of the Senate of his State, and bis independent course on other questions as toell having added ta 
the numbw of his enemies, as toeU as his friends, he lost his election to the Senate in 1851.-11. 44. 

Dr. Brown preserved reports of Nisbit's lectures, which he characterisses as ** Ml, thorough, 
philosophical, appositely illustrate! by wit" In a letter to Dr. Miller he gives a specimen from 
one of tils discourses on logic, which fully sustains the last qiMlitp.—Al 09. 

His ** Female Biography,^ having many points of resemblance to his coUecHon of male eele^ 
ftHttM.— iL62. 

The meaning here is, perhaps, that Knapp's " Female Biography " 
resembles in many respects the same author's ^^ Biographical Sketches of 
Eminent Lawyers," <fco. It is a striking discovery. 

Lamenting the lack of interest manifested by hli/bUow-cowUrymen. — ^it 63. 

This, of course, refers to Mr. Verplanck's country neighbors : ** fel- 
low-countrymen " having no other signification. But what Mr. Ver- 
planck lamented was the indifference of his countrymen — a word 
which our authors should be informed indicates fellow-citizens, or fel- 
low-inhabitants of the same nation. 

Juvenile Verses, written by young Woodworth.— ^li 71. 

The Forest Bose keeps possession of the stage on account o/the amusing Yankee character who 
forms one of the dramuiMs personam— Ibid. 

His progress in his History, and the other nsefhl labors of his life, toas IntermptedL^L 85. 
Jack Tier was published in 1848, from the pages of Qraham^s Magaainfit a story <^ihe mo, dbo, 
-ii. 113. 

Satanstoe was a first of the series designedly (I) written to denounce the anti-rent doctrines.— 
rbid. 

Translation : In Satanstoe, Mr. Cooper denounced anti-rentism. 

With his customary spirit he adapted himse^ to the publishing ybMlon introduced by the 
system of cheap reprints. — ^IL 113. 

The government of the United States was one qfthe most expensive and entailed as heavy a bur* 
den of taxation on those under its swav, as any in the world.— iL 110. 

Some of the newspaper editors <2^^ dapt who forgot good manners, and personally assailed 
iheaxAhofspeeuliarikes, 

The Messrs. Duyckinck are doubtless deserving of praise for letting 
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us know that the newspaper editors who quarreled with Cooper were 
not those scurvy members of the press-gang who lived in the days of 
Cheops ; but what do they mean by saying, they " personally " assailed 
Mr. Cooper's "peculiarities"? Does the word ** personally " attach 
to editors f their action was editorial — ^in writing — by leading articles, 
as it were ; or does " personally " refer to these " peculiarities '°? Were 
they persons, and did the editors black their eyes and crop their ears ? 

The anther has contrasted great mental Tteor, combined with lax moral principle, to enfeebled 
intellect, strengthened by unswerring rectltaae.— 11. 111. 

The Ways of the Hour was designed to exhibit the erila <» the auihot^$ cpindon qf trial by 

The old Bndiah diTines as contradistlngnished to the school of Locke.— IL 181. 

An editoriafconneetion was planned with the CSurittkun Spectator ^ a theological review at New 
Haven, %potUion for which he was well qnalifled, bat U was not carried oat— iiMdL 

A controverBv with the Bev. Dr. Potts, which grew oat <^ a rrnnark UtfaU by Bofos Choate. 
—11189. 

One of the iopiet whieh of late years specially engaged \i\B attention was fha introduatory 
memoir prefixed to the edition of the works of Webster.— ii. ITL 

What was the result "of his attention to this " topic " ? Did he 
write a review of the " introductory memoir,'' or merely think about 
it? 

He oontinaed In the discharge of his professorship.— iL 176. 

When it was finally discharged what became of it ? 

The partlcnlar ii\/lumee of Dr. Nott in the administration of the coUsffe has been the prcustical 
tumtDMoh he haa given to Ha diadpline^ in calling forth Uie earnest moral qoalities of his pupils, 
and repressing the opposite proclivities d youth. Thdt is a personal influence, for which be will 
be gratefully remembered.— 11. 195. 

Now, Dr. Nott administered the government of the college, and not 
the college itself. His influence was not the practical turn given to 
college discipline, but that practical turn may have been a result of his 
influence. In the next line, it was perhaps intended to intimate that 
he developed the manly qualities of his pupils, and repressed their 
youthful proclivities. The act or conduct alluded to cannot, by any 
rule with which we are acquainted, be described as a *' personal influ- 
ence," though it may have been a means of creating such an influence. 

Dr. Holbrook, in 1824, was elected Professor of Anatomy in the Medical College of South Caro- 
lina, a place whldi he now holds. 

Is the Professor of Anatomy a place, or does Dr. Holbrook hold 
the college ? 

Of the thirty or more poems qf which the whole eeriee w<u composed, Drake wrote nearly one 
half^ incladinsThe American Flag^, which appeared among them.— II 208. 

** Horace Mann is a native of Maasachosetts, where he was bom at FraiikUn.^ " He pursued 



the study of the law in Litchfield, Conn, and Dedbam, Mass., which he represented in the Legisla- 
ture.^ ** He has become eminent as a social reformer and philanthropist, taking under his cMirge 
the temperance question,^ dsc .** In 1858 he was elected President of Antioch College, v^iere be 
also supports the duties of Professor of Political Economy," &c.— iL 824 

Dr. Budh became connected with the Swedenborgian cihiwroh^ and devoted himself to the dia< 
semination of the writings ot thai philosopher. -^VL 226. 

Brainard's genius is a flower plucked from the banks of the river which he loved sxidipreaemed 
for posterity.— \l 227. 

Legare^s extensive erudition seaa[is, as is sometimes the easCi to have acted unfkvorably to his 
success.— iL 347. 

The tnjDo twin brothers, whose names, &c.— iL 282. 



The rapid uid Impetuous orator of New England, whose eloquence descends like the flood of a 
>untain river, bearing along grand and 
where be was bom, at Ipewi^— IL 28fi. 



mountain river, bearing along grand and minute objects tn its course, is a native of Massachusetts, 



In New York, on the anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims in 1848, at the Tabemaole,-' 
IL 287. 

Greenhow, after his arrival tn California, was appointed, in 1858, associate law agent to the 
United States Land Commissioner.— iL 811. 
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The author of " Q^oxvia Soenes," and a nativd oSikcst 8taU. 

Geo. Finckne^ and cfadge Johnson were members of the committee who made the first pm*- 
chase of books when the coUege went into operation. TA^y were proow^d m London^ firom the 
well-known bookseller, Lackington— ii. 880. 

Driven from England hy the part he took in reference to French politioa. — ^il. 881. 

Attacking Adams in a neu»pa/per oommonioation, which ho paolished in the Pennsjlrania 
Beading Weekly Adeertiaer,—fMa, 

Whue Dr. Cooper was ai hia best it was rare to meet snch charming oonyersation as was ex- 
hibited at thai time, at the dinner tablee and other aooiety of Oolnmbla, in which Oooper, Henry 
Preston, and others, were conspionoos, and would not have appeared to disadTantage In the best 
London Soote^.—H 884. 

This eminent specnlatiye inqoiror, ingenions thinker, and e:q>onent of yarioos reliffious opin- 
ions in hi8 wrtU/ngSj was bom in Yermont — ^iL 885. 

The form of fiction is bat a thin covering, and a slight impediment to, if it does not assist, a 
purely philosophical essay. — Ibid, 

The anthor of the popolar ballad of Old Cl-rlmes. a poet of cnltivation, and an ardent prosecu- 
tor <if the hUtorioal literature qf Rhode lOand, is a native of that State.— ii. 886. 

Some pereons may wish to know whether Mr. Greene has acted in 
a strictly legal manner in thus prosecuting this historical literature, 
who appointed him to the duty, and whether he is likely to gain his 
case. 

He passed his evenings in reading aloud to his fSftmlly, a trait which his son continaed.— 4f. 861. 

He has taken little part in the public affairs <^ the day^ except in the matter of the sla/eery 
queeHon, on which he has delivered several orations in opposition to that instttiaion,—ii 866. 

As a wrtt^, the prose of Mr. G«yarre is marked by tne French and Southern characteristics— 
iL402. 

As an eaaayiety Mr. Sanford holds a very happy pen. His articles qf this ckuBy in the news- 
papers of the day, dM. — IL 406. 

The txansitton from the quiet of an Italian siMdio. to the activity of an American reeidenL-^ii . 
41T. 

Hyperion was dated in 1889, a dainty wlwne, perfecting the happy promises of Outre Mer. 
Old Earopean tradition, the quaint and picturesque of the past, are revived in its pages by a 
modern sentiment and winning.trick of the fiuicy, which will long aeoure the attractiveness of this 
plea!«ant volume. — il 444. 

Whether owing to the writer^s sympathy with Bunyan from his own somewhat similar 
labors, dangers, and sufferings in the temperance cause, this volume is one of the ablest of his pro- 
ductions. — iL 454. 

The plot turns on distinctions of fashionable life, and the assumption, by one of the characters, 
of the favorable position in an intrigue of a foreign count — IL 469. 

His writings were published In detaohed numbers of the l/ew York Mirror.— Ibid. 

The scenes an4 incidents of his stories are for the m<Mt part drawn Jrom the Southern States, 
— IL 486. 

He was one of the body of excellent writers attached to Buckingham's New England Maga- 
zine, wTiere he wrote a series of literary portraits.— 11. 494. 

When Franklin Fierce was nominated for the Presidency, Mr. Hawthorne came forward as his 
biographer, a toork which he executed in moderate space and with literary decorum. — ii. 506. 

He delivered ** Poetry, a Metric»Etl Essay,^^ before the Harvard Phi Beta Kappa, which he po- 
lished the same year.—i\. 511. 

She took up her residence in Boston, or its vicinity, employing herself, in 1889, in a species of 
lectureship, or class of ladies. They were called conversations, in which German philosophy, &c., 
were made the topics of instruction.— ii. 525. 

He was first President of the Cincinnati Historical Society, and was afterwards Vice President ^^^ 
of the Ohio Historical Society, his fondness for the loitter pursuits being liberally witnessed by his 
publication, *'The Annals of the West. "— il. 628. 

His pen offered the next Jteld^ and he laid on the shifting foundation of the magazines and 
newspapers some of the comer stones of the literature of the WeaU-^Ibid. 

Poughkeepsie, the county town of his native place.— IL 529. 

With intellectual powers sometimes reminding us in a partial decree, of those of Coleridge's 
poetic exerdses, take Kubla Khan, for instance, being after Poe^s ideal.— iL 588. 

Burritt published a monthly periodical to teach French, entitied The Literary GeminL In 
1840 he commenced as a lectvrer, one of the new profitable avemtes of literary occupation open 
in the country, which he has einoQ pursued with success. — ii. 553. 

He became engaged in circulating a mutital system o/' addresses.— i&idS. 

Street has frequentiy been described by critics by comparison with the minute style of the 
Dutch school of painters.— il. 556. 

Descriptions of natural scenery in the author^s best vein of eareftd elaboration. — Ibid, 

A topic of more general agreement — VL 557. 

Beautiful situation for a poetic cuHurCf which soon developed itsey in her youthfhl mind.— 
a 659. 

The woman's rights question, of which Mrs. Smith has been a prominent 6k2oooa^— ii. 562. 

Mr. Osgood is fertile in analysis,-~iL 572. 

He entered the armv, wJure he served as a private soldier.— ii. 575. 

The organs of sound were irrevocably destroyed.— it. 576. 
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A menKHrial vcivms of his sermons tnd poetSoal ranalBt^ in an octavo volume yns prepired 
by Bisbop I>o«ii«.— iL 6I9L 

DowmDff's taoerttoM have nndoiibtodly wereUed « gr^at and salatary Inflnenoe.— iL 618. 

The moaetA UUe </ her tolwne of poema ahonld not be suffBred to ov&rthadow the mertti of 
the choice contents cfths hoolc—M 627. 

Mc Sargent has never thonght fUa play, ^''Tfae Genoese," worthy of a permanent €idopiion.-^ 
IL684. 

Magacines and perlodlcal8w—ib<eK. 

Manager HaUam we know exfeted, thoogh we tnut with very dtflRarent attributes than those to 
whjbch the nececNsity of the plot here snbjeets him.— it 687. • 

Mr. Mathews was among the earlv gradnates of the New York University, an association 
which he revived some yean afterwards by an addreos on Amerioanisnt— ii. 646. 

It has commonly been supposed that this University was " revived" 
by heavy subscriptions from George Griswold and other gentlemen. 
The Messrs. Duyckinck, however, may be correct. 

In 1640, The Politicians, a Comedy, appeared, the 6tif>ject matter of which was followed up in 
the Career of Pnffer Hopkin&— ii. 645. 

Mr. Mathews has been a constant writer in the jaumaUem of the day.— IL 646. 

He was assisted in the raising by Emerson, George W. Cm'tls, and other celebrities of Oonoord^ 
whose presence gave the rafters an artisUc Jlavor.—VL 654. 

This is the first intimation that we have seen that Thoreau was 
compelled to eat the rafters of his Walden shanty. Our authors appear 
to have known of other not less astonishing results of hunger. On ii. 
613, we read of an eccentric personage who had a "wild flavor," 
and, on i. 291, of a book that had "the rough flavor of the frontier 
settlement^*," — so that not only must a book have been literally devoured, 
but somebody — perhaps one of the Messrs. Duyckinck — has actually 
made provender of a frontier settlement ! 

He has since been engaged in teaching Theology, both in the German and English langoages^ 
toUh the eoacepUon qf the year 1854.— ii 659. 

The eubf^ [uf the Bigdow Papers] is an ^xpomre of the pditical pretences and shifts which 
accompanied the Mexican war. — ^iL 660. 

He was next employed in the o£Sce of a lai^ broker^s firm from Boston.— tL 664 

Who was this large broker ? Who constituted the firm whom he 
owned ? and as they were from Boston, where did they open their 
office ? Or did the authors mean simply that Mr. Whipple was em- 
ployed in the compting-house of the eminent brokers, or private bank- 
ers, Dana Fenno <fe Co., of Boston ? 

Whipple was a leader in the display of bis qidck, intellectual Aoee and repartee extemive 
stores of reading, and sabtle and coplatie critical »calty.—ii 664. 

Undoubtedly. Who else should have been a leader in the display 
of Mr. Whipple's own abilities, even to the " copious criticid faculty" ? 

A book remarkable for its varions reading.— il. 665. 

The edncation which her son has received as the companion of her arti^ic eoocwHone, for 
she possessed a natural genius for art, into the natniral world, determined, Suc^'Ibid, 

The wife of Dr. F. A. Worthington, a physician of Ohio, whoM maiden name was Jane T. 
Lomax.— ii. 678. 

She is married to Mr. W. B. Kinney, editor of the Newark Daily Advertiser, tohere many of 
her poetic compositions have appeared.— ii 686. 

He is at present resident Minister at Vienna, to which be was appointed in 1858.— ii. 698. 

James Barrel!, remembered as an eminent Rhode Islander, and for his Senaior'^e speech in 
Congress.— ii. 706. 

Onr author has given an imaginative reminisoanoe of his early impressions of Providence, then 
in the decay of its large Indte trade.- J&<dL 

BenJ. F. Butler, a member of the CoSHm^ of Jackson and Van Buren, to toAom, in 1824, in oon- 
nection with John Duer and the late John 0. Spencer, was entrusted the important work of revi- 
sing the Statutes of the State of New York, and author of several addreeeea and a fsw poetical 
contribttOone to the Democratio Xeoiew,'~-il 718. 
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Would it be possible with unjust severity to censure persons so 
ignorant of the commonest and simplest uses of language, for their 
presumption in attempting to write a critical history of Literature f 
Let not the absurdity be repeated, that their work is historical,. and not 
critical. The very selection of authors for historical treatment — the 
decision, for example, that Henry James, a man scarcely surpassed in 
our day for purely literary excellences, is not entitled to any notice 
whatever, in a cyclopedic review which embraces formal biographies 
of T. S. Arthur and Louisa McCord — is an act of criticism. Besides, 
these volumes are full of what is meant for criticism, according to the 
common application of that word ; and this criticism, when not second 
hand, is often as feeble and preposterous in substance, as puerile and 
vicious in expression. Cotton Mather writes the life of his father, 
** with grent spirit and unction ;" he tells the story of witchcraft, " with 
a hearty unction that gloats over the victims ;" Jefferson's autobiog- 
raphy has *' nothing of the relish of Franklin's ;" William B. Tappan's 
verses, perhaps less deserving of this peculiar praise than any others 
in the whole range of our literature, are described as ^^ uniformly 
smooth, musical, and in excellent taste ; " Miss Warner's book, " The 
Law and the Testimony," which is simply a classified collection of 
texts of Scripture, is called ** a theological work of research and merit;" 
Margaret Fuller's ** criticism " (of Longfellow ?) " is but another name 
for sympathy ; " and William P. Hawse's " signature of Cypress, Jr." 
is regarded as '* a sure indication to the reader of a pleasant, ingenious 
vein of speculation on the favorite topics of the sportsman, mingled 
with personal humors of the writer's own." A careful study of this last 
extract has not enabled us to discover its significance, except as to the 
suggestive import of the name " Cypress," which to most people would 
be " a sure indication " of reveries in graveyards. It was long ago the 
reproach of foreign wits that our country was overrun with ** American 
Addisons," " American Goldsmiths," *' Americkn Scotts," " American 
Coleridges," <fec. American criticism appeared at length to be purged 
of this sort of stuff; but it is here revived. " Modern Chivalry " is 
** modeled upon Hudibras and Don Quixote, and productions of that 
t/ifc," and " the humor is after Sterne and Fielding ;" Drake's " Culprit 
Fay" is "a Midsummer Night's Dream, after Shakspeare's Queen 
Mab ; " in Longfellow, ** the poetical vision and earnest teachings of 
Goethe, and the every-day humors of Jean Paul, as it were, come to 
live with us." 

But let us see what is the " historical " value of this work. We 
have already shown that no judgment is exhibited in the selection of 
subjects, and that there is no proportion in the particularity and length 
of biographies. We will now inquire what degree of reliance can be 
placed upon the statements which the authors offer as facts. It would 
require a volume to point out all their blunders ; and, as of their style, 
we shall merely give a few specimens. 

So much has been said and written of the Beecher family, especi- 
ally since the appearance of ** Uncle Tom's Cabin," that the reader will 

2 
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readily understand how abundant and easily accessible must be ma* 
terials for their biographies ; and if the account of the 3eechecs and 
their books is inaccurate, that all the rest of the work may therefore 
be justly suspected. After a few sentences on the life of Lyman Beecher, 
the father, we have of his career in literature these meager sentences :. 

Hto chief miblicatioDs oonalst of sennont ud addr«tMA, and a work on Political Afbalna. A 
eoUection of bis works, In four compact duodecimo Tolomea, was made in Boston in 1S0S. 

Here is not a word of those extraordinary '^Six Sermons on Intem- 
perance/* ^hich produced a more profound and pervading sensation 
than any other six sermons ever printed in America, or of his *' Plea 
for the West," " Views in Theology," or other distinct publicationsw Of 
his children we are told : 

Of his Jbur MM, all eminent in the mlnistrtv one, Obarles Beecher, has published a pppolar 
▼olnme, *'Tbe Incarnation, ov Pietnrea of the Vixsin and her Son," and aningenloos work, en- 
tlUed "* The ConJUet of M« Agm^ In which he maintains a theory referring this oriffin of eoil to a 
■oppoaed oaoial&neo of thsproganUontjftks humam race prior to Adam. Anothw orether Tot 
whom f), Edward, has written a dnodedmo yolome on " Baptism, its Import and Modei* '^' and a 
third [brother or son 7], Henry Ward Beecher, ia one of the most popnlar speakers of Me day» 
Htosermons attract an andienoCi, Sunday after Sunday, sufficient to crowd the large jptoM (tf %Dor- 
sh^ In Brooklyn, <^ which he U potior, and he Is equally flavored in his frequent appeoranoM as n 
lecturer on topics <{^M« day.— L 644. 

We will not dwell upon the diction of this paragraph. It will 
readily enough be discovered that it makes two of Dr. Lyman Beech" 
er^s sons his brothers, and one of them the pastor, not of a body of 
Christian men and women, but of a meeting house ; and we are twice 
reminded, in a phrase repeated in these volumes several hundred times, 
that the subjects and persons treated are " of the day, " and we pre- 
sume the ** day " referred to was not that in which Nebuchadnezzar ate 
grass — though we have no authority for doing so. Upon the. whole^ 
the extract is a fair example of the Messrs. Duyckiuck's manner of 
writing. 

But as to the *' historical " facts : Instead of four sons, Dr. Beecher 
has had eeven^ of whouk six, — William H., bom in 1802, Edward in 
1803, George in 1809, Henry Ward in 1813, Charles in 1817, and 
Thomas K., who is still younger, became clergymen. The Rev* 
George Beecher, a man of eminent qualities of mind and heart, whose 
memoirs have been published, died a few years since, in Ohio. The 
other five remain in the ministry. Charles, it will be perceived, is not 
the oldest ; he did not write.*' The Conflict of the Ages ;" and that perform- 
ance has nothing to do with ** the origin of evil," or with " the pro- 
genitors of the human race prior to Adam," though it does treat of 
the pre-existence of the soul. Edward Beecher, D. D., who did write 
*' The Conflict of the Ages," and is author of " The Papal Conspi- 
racy, " and other works, remarkable as displays of learning, genius, 
and energy, may be regarded as the ablest and weightiest character of 
the family. Henry Ward Beecher is a brilliant orator, an original 
thinker, and a writer of great animation, freshness, clearness, and power. 
His volume entitled " Star Papers," his " Lectures to Young Men," and 
other books, will probably receive some attention in future histories of 
American literature. Charles Beecher has written some half dozen 
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volumes, all noticeable for grace, fervor, and imagination. Our cyclope- 
dists proceed : 

The daoghten of l>f. Beecher eontrlbate their ftill share to the geoenil Acttvitf of the ftonfly. 
Miss Catbarine Beecher is the author of ** Domestic Bervice," "The Duly of Axneriean Women 
to theJr Conntrv." **Hoasekeeper*B Recipe Book»" ** Moral Instructor," '*The Trne Remedy for 
the Wrongs of women, with the History of an Enterprise having that for its Oliject!." " Treatise 
on Domestic Economy," and "Truth Stranger than Fiction," a Tigorons denunciation of the 
sOeiged flirtationsof young diTlnity students. These volumes are of small compass, and designed 
ftr wide popular influence. ->i. 644. 

Now, this distinguished person, who was born in the year 1800, 
has devoted herself during more than twenty years, with untiring as- 
siduity, to the intellectual and moral improvement of her sex. For 
the education of women, especially in the valley of the Mississippi, no 
man or other woman has done as much. Her literary productions, all 
written witi singular earnestness and directness, have generally been of 
a very practical kind. It is untrue that they' "are of small compass " 
They are of the average extent of duodecimo volumes. The longest, 
ablest, and by far the most important of them, in a literary point of 
view, are " DitiSculties in Religion," and " Mental Philosophy," which 
the Messrs. Diiyckinck never heard of. " Truth Stranger than Fiction," 
is not on the " flirtations of young divinity students," but the exhibition 
of a particular history, in which a friend of Miss Beecher was believed 
to have been wronged. After stating that Harriet Beecher was bom 
in 1812 (the true date being 1811), and that she was married in her 
twenty-first year (another mistake) to Professor Stowe, a brief notice is 

fiven of "The Mayflower " and "Uncle Tom's Cabin," after which we 
ave what here follows : 

Soon alter the, publication of "Uncle Tom's Cabin," Mrs. Stove, In companr with herhus 
band and the Bev. Charles Beecher, her brother, yidted Great Britain, Met observations were 
communicated to the public, some time after her return, by the Issue, in conjwKpMon with hsr 
husband y of two volumes of travels, **8unnY Memories of Foreign Lands.^' The Bev. Charles 
Beecher contributes his Journal of a tour on the continent to his sister's volumeib—tl. 606. 

From all this, it appears that Mr. and Mrs. Stowe proceeded no 
further than Great Britain, that Charles Beecher helped to fill up the 
volumes ¥nth an account of what he saw on the Continent, and that 
the work, thus completed, was issued as the joint production of Pro- 
fessor Stowe and his wife ! But the Professor had nothing whatever to 
do with it, except to write a brief note to some prefatory extracts from 
English newspapers. The Stowes were with Mr. Beecher wherever he 
went through Europe; and the invention, that the latter contributed his 
journal of a tour on the Continent, has for its foundation merely the 
fact that Mrs. Stowe illustrates particular points in her letters by pas- 
sages — amounting altogether to a dozen or twenty pages — ^fropi her 
brother's diary. 

Of the Ballon family : 

Moses, the son of Hosea Ballon, is the author of ** The Divine Chamctisr Vin^loatied,"— a repTjr 
to Beecber's " Conflict of the Ages." Another brother is the editor pf ** Bailouts Ptctoitol,'* end the 
author of several popular tales. Another member of the same ftmily, the Bev. Adiu Ballou, is the 
antbor of several pamphlets on the peace movement—- L 599, 

Moses Ballou is not a son, but a nephew, of the late eminent Uni« 
versalist preacher. The editor of " Bailouts Pictorial " is not a brother^ 
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but a eon of the same peraon ; and his title to a place in literary his" 
toij 18 not derived from his '^ Pictorial, " or his '* popular tales," but 
from a careful volume ou Cuba, and a memoir of his father. Adin 
Ballou does not belong to the family. 

Of the late William Leggett : " The Rifle," they say, 




9d imt^ps and dMrtbuted to tubteriben by himselC— IL 841 

The whole of Mr. Leggett's ^* tales of sea as well as land," were not 
published in the volume named ; the naval stories were collected in a 
book eutitled ** Tales of the Sea;" and he printed in the periodicals 
enough pieces of the same description for a third volume, and was 
also one of the writers of the " Tales of Glauber Spa." The maiden 
name of his wife was not Leggett, but Waring. The preposterous ac- 
count of his writing the copy, setting the type, and distributing to sub« 
scribers the worked-off sheets, of The Critic, surpasses any thing since 
the days of Munchausen. The printer has not yet been born who could 
set in type half a number of The Critic (a complete number being six- 
teen quarto pages of small type) in a single week. Mr. Leggett, though he 
had astonishing facility with the pen, did not write the entire contents, 
or nearly the entire contents, of any number of that paper ; and how 
ridiculous the assertion that a young man of talents and social eminence, 
who had lately resigned an office in the navy, and within a year had 
become connected, by marriage, with one of the leading families in the 
neighborhood of the city, performed the menial service of carrying 
about his weekly gazette to between seven hundred and eight hundred 
subscribers ! To learn the simple trick of setting type, is very easy 
to a person of dexterity and quick intelligence. Mr. Cooper could set 
type very well ; so could Mr. Duponceau ; and there is a story, which 
may have had some foundation, that Mr. Leggett " set up " a portion of 
his small volume of verses, ** Leisure Hours at Sea ; " but that en- 
tire volume did not contain half as many words as a number of The 
Critic. In the same article it is mentioned that Mr. Leggett'^ ** home," 
from the time of his marriage, in 1828, was at New Kochelle. This 
also is untrue. He did not reside in that place before 1887. The 
Messrs. Duyckinck do not appear to have been informed that Mr. Leg- 
gett had ever any connection with the stage, or that he left an unfinished 
novel, one volume of which had passed through the press. 

The "Probationary Odes of Jonathan Pindar" (i. 330) were not 
written by Freneau, but by St. George Tucker. George Tucker (ii. 
731) was never a member of Congress from Virginia. To say nothing 
of other biographical errors respecting this gentleman, it may be re- 
marked as somewhat odd, that his only works of an eminently literary 
character, " Essays oh Subjects of Taate, Morals, and National Policy," 
which appeared in a stout octavo in 1822, the novel entitled ^* The 
Valley of the Shenandoah," published in New York in 1832, and *' A 
Voyage to the Moon," in one volume, in 1827, are not named in the 
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sketcli here given us of his literary ]ife. It is not true that Beverly 
Tucker wrote " Lectures on Government." Judge Henry St. George 
Tucker (ii. 732) was not " the author of two volumes of Commentaries 
on Blackstone. ' His only works on the law are ** Lectures on Con- 
stitutional Law and Government," in one volume ; " On Natural Law 
and Government," in one volume ; and '* Commentaries on the Laws 
of Virginia," in two large octavos. Thus, not one of the books he really 
did write is mentioned, while a work which he did not write, and, per- 
haps, never saw, is attributed to him. 

Ledyard (i. 324) could not have been "bom within a few hundred 
yards of Fort Griswold, at Groton, Conn., in 1761," as no such fort 
existed then, or afterwards for more than a quarter of a century. 

There never was a Professor St. George (i. 86) in the Virginia 
College of William and Mary. 

Col. Benton's house, (ii. 64,) in which they say his manuscripts 
" perished," was not in St. Louis, but in Washington. 

In the life of John Sanderson, they say, — 

The lives of the Stcnen of the Declaration of IndependoDce were written by himself and his 
Iwofher ; oar anthor^s abare of thia work was the oompoaition of the first and second volamte — IL 45. 

The " Lives of the Signers " is a work in ten volumes, of which it 
is here alleged that James M. Sanderson, the brother of John, wrote 
eight. Why, then, have we not a more particular notice of that author ? 
But the story is utterly groilhdless. No '* brother " of Mr. Sanderson 
•wrote a line of the work. The later volumes were by Robert Wain, Jr. 

Walter Colton was not a brother of Calvin Colton (ii. 246), but a 
son of his cousin. Rev. Henry T. Cheever was not a *' friend" (ii. 247) 
of Walter Colton. He never had even the slightest personal acquaint- 
ance with him. 

Duche's "Letters of Tamoc Caspipina" (i. 220) had not at all 
"reference to the English politics of the times," but only, as the author 
himself says, to *' subjects literary, moral and religious." If the 
Messrs. Duyckinck had taken the trouble to examine Mr. Duche's works, 
particularly the two volumes of his sermons, illustrated by his friend 
Benjamin West, and dedicated to another intimate friend, Lady Penn, 
they would have discovered some facts of his biography which they 
evidently know nothing about. 

George W. Curtis did not write the articles on Prescott and Wash- 
ington Irving in " Homes of American Authors." The first of these 
articles is by George S. Hillard, and the last by H. T. Tuckerman. 

Massachusetts was not a "state " (ii. 164) in 1716. 

Paul Allen (i. 643) did not prepare the journals of Lewis and Clarke 
for the press. That labor was performed Dv Nicholas Biddle. 

Theodore Sedgwick, " first President of New York Crystal Palace 
Company" (ii. 292), is not a brother but is a nephew of Miss Catha- 
rine Sedgwick. 

Mr. Cooper (ii. 112) did not after his return from Europe remove 
to his " residence at Oteego." He never had any such residence. 

Thomas H. Shreve (li. 62'8) was never "prominently associated 
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with the Louisville Gazetted He was for many years one of tlie edi- 
tors of the Louisville Journal, 

R. H. Dana, Jr. (ii. 619) not did ^^ pass into the family and under the 
tutorship of the Rev. Leonard Woods, at Andover, now the President 
of Bowdoin." It is unquestionably intended here to state that JDr. 
Woods, and not Andover, became President of Bowdoin College ; but 
this Dr. Woods is a bachelor, and never had any " fftmily.^ 

Emily Judson (ii. 626) was not born at Morrisville, but at Eaton, 
in New York. Dr. Judson, in 1850, was not ^ ordered home by hi9 
physicians/' and did not ^ embark for America." He was directed to 
undertake a short sea voyage, and sailed for the Isle of France. 

George H. Colton (ii. 658) did not^ after the election of General 
Harrison to the Presidency, "determine to write a poem on the Indian 
wars'' in which Harrison had been engaged. "Tecumseh" was nearly 
all written, and a portion of it was pnnted^ before the election of Har- 
rison. • 

James Russell Lowell's " time" (ii. 660) has not since 1848 "been 
occupied in a residence abroad." He has not resided abroad at all, nor 
in all these eight years r^rred to has he been absent from Massachu- 
setts two years. 

The Rer. George Ripley (ii. 686) is not the author of the work 
" On the Latest Form of Infidelity." That performance is from the 
pen of the late Rev. Andrews Norton, a very different person. 

S. L. Fairfield (ii. 377) did not sell his *^ magazine to Mr. James 
C. Brooks, of Baltimore," but to tlje Rev. Nathan C. Brooks. 

Francis Catherwood (ii. 420) was not in 1846, or in any other year, 
elected " a delegate to the State Convention of New York to revise the 
constitution.^' He never held any office whatever in this country. 

R. W. Emerson (ii. 366) was not " one of the original editors of The 
Dial." 

" Thoughts on the Poets," published in 1846, (ii. 683,) was not " the 
first of Mr. Tuckerman's collections from the magazines." The first 
and largest of all his " collections from the magazines " was "Rambles 
and Reveries," published half a dozen years earlier. 

Poe (ii. 638) never wrote a story entitled ** The Gold Ring;" nor 
were " The Gold Bug,'' and " The Murders of the Rue Morgue," writ- 
ten while he was editor of " Graham's Magazine ;" nor did he publish in 
that periodical his " development of the plot of Bamaby Rudge." 
Without an exception, the productions referred to as illustrating Poe's 
editorial connection with " Graham's Magazine," were written after that 
connection was ended. The review of " Barnaby Rudge " appeared 
originally in the " Saturday Evening Post," and " The Gold Bug " was 
one of the prize stories of the ** Dollar Newspaper," Among the other 
blunders in reference to Poe is a statement that *Mn 1844 he took up 
his residence in New York, projecting a magazine, to be called **The 
Stylus." Poe first proposed, in Philadelphia, a monthly, to be ealled 
"The Penn Magazine," but before removing from that city changed 
his plan and title, and printed the prospectus of " The Stylus," He did 
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not " comtneiioe the * Broadway Journal ' with Charles F. Briggs." The 
origiiiHl editors and proprietors of that journal were Mr. Briggs and 
Mr. Watson. Mr. Foe came in some time afterwards. 

Grenville Mellen (ii. 278), they say, "wrote for the United States 
Literary Giaetfte, supported by Longfellow and others, of Cambridge." 
The periodical here alluded to had ceased to exist before Longfellow evet 
went to Cambridge. 

Theodore Parker did not (ii. 667) **in 1848" deliver a *< discourse, 
remarkable for its severity, on Daniel Webster." This person's lam- 
poon upon Mr. Webster was delivered after that statesman's death, in 
1852. 

We cannot, however, proceed further with an exposure of the direct 
mis-statements contained in this work. As we have said, their proper 
coiTection demands anew volume. With a few illustrations of the ex- 
treme ignorance of the Messrs. Duyckinck of every thing not found in 
previous publications in the same department, connected with the lit 
erary lives of those persons whom they recognize as authors, we shall 
bring to a close what we have to say of the ** historical " value of the 
** Cyclopedia of American Literature." 

In regard to Gen. Cass (ii. 42) the authority followed was possibly 
some newspaper sketch, prepared rather for the illustration of the politi- 
cal than the literary career of that venerable savan,t. If among all the 
writings of Gen. Cass there is one thing of which he is especially and 
justly proud, it is his ingenious and masterly exposure, in the North 
American Review, of the pretended Indian traveler who succeeded in 
imposing upon European scholars — John Dunn Hunter. The most 
learned and carefully prepared of his productions are treatises on Egyp* 
tian Agriculture and Jurisprudence. Neither these nor his voluminous,' 
able and philosophical writings on Indian affairs are mentioned. 

In an article on M. M. Noah (ii. 73) not a word is said of the great 
event of his life, his attempt to assemble the Jews in, his New Jerusa- 
lem on Grand Island ; nor is there the slightest allusion to the most 
characteristic and interesting of his literary enterprises, the publication 
of "' The Book of Jasher." 

Of Nicholas Biddle's literary history our authors are so ignorant, 
that they do not mention his connection with Girard College, though 
his " Discourse " on laying the corner stone of that institution has been 

Jenerally regarded as the finest of his performances. His " Letters to 
ohn Quincy Adams " are also unknown to them. 

Of William Maclure we have a biography (ii. 676) which does 
not in any way refer to his two octavo volumes of " Opinions," or to 
the fact that he purchased in l*aris the plates of the " Musee Francais " 
and brought them to New Harmony, Indiana, with a hope of cultivat- 
ing among the common people a taste for the fine ^rts, by circulating, 
at a low price, through the valley of the Mississippi, impressions of the 
remarkable works contained in that costly publication. 

Dr. Thomas Cooper is introduced (ii. 331), but not a word is said 
of his controversy with Professor Silliman on " The Connection be- 
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tween Geology and the Pentateuch,^ or his famous ^ Letters to any 
Member of Congress" (of which a third edition appeared in 1832), or 
his work on *' The Liberty of the Press,'' or eveu of his elaborate 
•* Memoirs of Dr. Priestley," in two octavo volumes. 

It was, undoubtedly, for the authors to decide upon the scale and 
scope of their performance. From the highest names in our literature 
they could descend as far as in their judgment was necessary. But 
the public had a right to demand that within the range from the high- 
est names to the lowest they mention, all should l^ included. The 
justness of this rule, of course, no one^nll dispute. Let us see how it 
IS observed. Among the writers bf whotn biographies are given, are— 

Joseph B. Ladd, D. O. MeOord, WfllUnn A. Jones^ Jta. H. Hunmond, 

Henry T. Farmer, LouIm MoOord, Hn. Tnihill, Bobert IL Oharlton, 

WilHero Grafts, Belllok Osbom, 0. 8. Bafloeaqne, W. H. Simmons, 

Biebard Dftbnej, Roberts. Goffin, Samuel Low, J. W. BImmonSi 

Isaac Harby, McDonald GUrke, Frederick Enigh^ aA.Diigu6. 

William H. Tlmrod, James Lawson, W. Matorin, 

These are all subjects of distinct bio^aphies and criticisms. They 
may have been or may be very worthy persons, honored in society or 
eminent in affairs ; but not one of them was ever entitled to literary 
distinction ; not one ever published a book that has lived or will live ten 
years ; not one ever wrote even a respectable magazine article ; indeed, 
not one original or brilliant or profound or artistically finished coup- 
let or paragraph can be produced from all the masses of printed paper 
they have given to the world. Their introduction into this work, how- 
ever, would provoke no observation if so many authors of unquestion- 
able excellence were not entirely unnoticed, or but casually referred to ; 
as, for example, Edwards A. Park, the all-accomplished theologian, 
philosopher, dialectician, and rhetorician, who is mentioned in a toot- 
note as the writer of a memoir of 6. B. Edwards ; Richard Rush, one 
of the most elegant and voluminous authors ever connected with the 

Sublic life of this country, whose name appears as an officer of the 
Smithsonian Institution ; the profound metaphysician and speculator on 
passion, manners, and the divine suasion, Thomas C. Upham, who is 
pointed out as one of the professors in Bowdoin College ; and the illustri- 
ous *' Edwards the Younger,'' who is dismissed with a few words of the 
account of Union College— -deemed entitled to as little attention as an 
ancient Hollander, named Kype, who never learned tbe English alpha- 
bet, or breathed tbe atmosphere of this Western continent. With a 
few exceptions of this kind, the persons mentioned in the following list 
are not even named in the ^' Cyclopedia of American Literature." 

In this list we confine ourselves mainly to the post-revolutionary 
period. Should we go into the colonial era, a hundred of the best 
intellects of the country would at once demand a reason for their omis- 
sion. And what would these *' erudite, brilliant and judicious " authors 
of our literary annals, who have here *•*" produced a work for all time,'* 
have to say to the ghost of the famous scholar and wit, Jeremy Dum- 
mer, for instance, should it question them of his exclusion I — Jeremy 
Dummer, who during the entire first half of the eighteenth century 
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was confessed the most astute and richly cultiyated man in all British 
America. 

We shall be more easily followed as we recall the names of some 
of those authors whom the Messrs. Duyckinck never heard of, or whom 
they regard as less deserving of consideration in a ^^ Cyclopedia of 
American Literature " than McDonald Clarke and James Lawson, if we 
do so after the manner of the Clerk of the House — in the order of 
their geographical distribution. They exclude, of 



MAnns. 

Bdwsrd Parson, D. D., wboM vroAs iure more read, at home and abroad, than those of any 
Hew Boffland dlylne ezoept Dr. Dwlgfat 

Enoeh Pond, D. D , the venerable and Tolomlnooa writer In theology, philosophy, and olasaleal 
and religions biography. 

J. H. iDgraham, aathor of ** The Southwest,** ** Buton,*" ** Lafitte,"* **The Amerloan Loanger," 
and a great number of other works. 

Lorenzo Sabine, author of **The American Loyalists,** " History of Duellhig,** "The American 
Fisheries** Ao. 

J. B. Springer, author of ** Forest Life and Forest Trees,** one of the most graphic and origi- 
nal works ever produced in this country. 

Mrs. Conant, the learned and elegant translator of Neander*8 Commentaries, JbOi 

Mis. Pike, author of » Ida Wj7 ** Caste,** Ac 

George Folaom, Qeorge W. Cutter, William Crosby, &c 

NEW HAMFSHIBB. 

Charles B. Haddock, D. D., late Minister to Portugal, author of ** Orations and Addresses,** 
and numerous learned treatises and reyiews. 

Isaac Appleton Jewett, author of " Passages of Foreign Travel,** Ac. 

B. L. MagooDj D. D., author of **BepubiiGan Christianity,** **ProT«rbfl for the People^** **Oni- 
ton of the BeToiutlon, Ae. 

Mrs. Oloott, author of ** Ison*s Child,** Ac. 

YEBMONT. 

John Lorimer Oraham, author of '* Letters from Vermont,** ** Junius Identified,** Ac. 
N. Chipman, LL. D., author of ** The Principles of Goyemment,*'4M. 
Wilbur Fisk, D. D., author of ** Travels in Burope,** **■ Sermons,** Ae, 

Martyn Payne, M. D., LL. D., author of ** The Soul, and Instinct,** ** Medical and Physiological 
Commentaries,** Ao. 

PruC Marsh, author of the learned and brilliant work, ** The Apocatastasis,** Ac 
Ptof Shedd, editor of Coleridge, aathor of ** Essays and Beviews,** Ac 
Prot Conant, and others. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mrs. Hannah Foster, author of the first successftil American novel, ** The Coqnette, or Histoir- 
of Elixa Wharton, J^*^ 

Sampson Beed, aathor of " Observations on the Growth of the Mind,** J^ 

' Theodore Lyman, author of **The Diplomacy of the United States,** "Three weeks in Parifl,** 
** Political State of Italy,** <ko. 

General Henry Whiting, U. S. A., author of ** Ontwa, the Son of the Forest,** ** The Age of 
Steam.** J^ 

Leonard Withlngton, author of ** The Puritan, by Jonathan Oldbng,** Sec 

Georxe Tlcknor Curtis, aathor of " The History of the Formation of the Constitntlon,** Ac. 

Charles Pickering, author of *' The Baoes of Men ** (1 vol 4to. Exploring Expedition series), &a 

8. G. Howe, author of a ** History of the Greek Revolution.** Reports on the Blind, Idiots, dn. 

James Jackson Jarves, authorof a "* History of the Sandwich Islands,** *' Art Hints,** ** Parisian 
Sights and French Principles,** Ac 

Harriet Y. Cheney, author of '* A Peep at the Pilgrims,** ** Bivals of Acadia,** A». 

William B. Greene, aathor of " The Doctrine of Life,** **A Hypothetical Biography,** &o. 

Isaac McLellan, Jr., author of ** The Fall of the Indian.** ** The Year and other Poems,** Ac* 

James Freeman Clarke, aathor of " Eleven Weeks in Europe,** ** Forgive neas,** *' Prayer," ^ 

H. B. Haekett, author of a ** Commentary on the Acts,** ** Plutarch on the Delay of the Divine 
Justice.** Aec. 

B Bb Marcy, M. D., one of our most Ingenions, learned, and elegant wrirers in medical and 
ehemfcal »eienoe. 

D. O. Allen, aathor of ** India, Ancient and Modem,** dec 

EUxur Wright, translator of La Fontaine, dsoi 
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IOm Oammioga, aaflbor of ** The IiMnpUgiitor," in. 
Cbarlee B. Norton, author of ^ Beoent Social Theories," fte^ 

Bobert H. Meeeenffer, aathor of ** Give Me the Old,** «ko. ^ _ 

Bev^ John Todd, D. B^ Bey. Bphnrfm Ped[>odr, George W. Dwr^, a W. UplMm, CHiiileB T. 
Ckxigdon, A»^ Jeo^ dso. 

OONNEOnOUT. 

Timothy PitUn, anthor of "The Political and OiTil Hlrtorrof the United BUtes," ^te. 

Jonathan Oaarrer, author of ** Travels in IVorth America,** Ac 

Leonard Bacon, D. D., author of ** Historical Discourses delivere^l^ Kew Hayen,** k», 

Joel Hawes, D. D., author of ** A Tribute to the Memory of the Pilgrims,** **B«llgloi& in the 
East,** Ac 

Justin Perkins, aathor of "^ A Beaidenoe of Btght Teaia Among the Nestorian Christians of 
Persia,** &0. 

Chvles L. Braea, aoftbok* of **■ Hnagarr In 1851,** '* Home Ulb In Gevmaiisf,** hb, 

A. B. Boe, author of " Jsmes Mountjoy,** " Time and TIda.**** A Long Look Ahead," Ac 

BL €K O. Dwight, author of *' Christianity BcTiyed in the Eaafc,** Aic 

Charles Wyllls Elliot, aathor of '* Mysteries, or Glimpses of the Supematvid,** Ae. 
. George Taylor, author <^ ** Indicattons of the Creator,** Ac 

Bey. £. Hall, D.I>^ author of ,f* The Puritans and their Prineip]ei»** Ac 

BHODB IBLAND. 

Bowland T. Hazard, vhose beautiftal work, ** Language," was pronounced by Ofaannlng " one 
of the finest productions of the age." 

Tribtram Burgess, author of *' Speeches," and other yolumes, and one of the most learned ora- 
tors of the last Koneration. 

Frances H. Green, author of ** Nanunienoo," ** Bongs of the Wind^" ** The Mechanic," fee 

Sophia L. Little, author of '* Thanksgivli^^," "The Betrothed," " The Branded Hand," Ac 

W. J. Pabodie, author of " Callidore, a Legendary Poem,** Ac 

KBW YOBK. 

Theodore Bomeyn Beck, LL. D., and Lewis C. Beck, M. D., yolumlnouB and able writers on 
medical Jurisprudence, botany, mineralogy, Ac. and tn general literature 

Erkine Mason, D. D., author of " A Pastor^s Legacy," ("He was," wrote Daniel Webster, 
"one the greatest masters of reason.**) 

Wm W. Campbell author of " Bobin Hood aad Captain Eidd," " Border Warftre of New 
York,'* "Ufe of Mrs. Grant," "Life of Dewitt Clinton," Ac 

Henry Jamea, author of " Moraliam and Chrlstisnlty," " The Origin of Eyll,** " Miscella- 
. nies," Ac. 

John A. Diz, author of " A Winter In Madeira," " The Besoureee of New York," Speeches in 
the Senate," Ac 

Nathan Bangs, D. D., author of ^'The Life of Armlnlus," **History of Methodism,** Ac 

A. C. Kendnok, author of " Echoes of Leisure Hoars with the €torman Poets," Ac 
Alexander W. Bradford, author of " The Antiquitiee of America,^ &»• 

J. P. Thompson, author of " Egypt, Past and Present," " Stray Meditations," Ac 
George Glbbs, auth<Hr of " A History of the Administrations cf George Washington and John 
Adams, Ac. 

B. B. Hall, author of ^ Teaching a Science,*' **The New Purchase," " Frank Freeman*s Bar- 
ber Shop," Ac 

A. Okey Hall, author of "The Manhattaner in New Orleans," " Old Whitey*s Christmas," Ac 

William Pitt Palmer, author of ** Light,** and numerou»otber poems of remiurkable exoelleDce. 

Gardiner Sprinc^Jr., aathor of " Giafar al Barmeki," *' The Monk," Ac 

Bichard Grant White, aathor of " Shakspeare*s Scholar," Ac * 

S. H. Hammond, anthor of " Country MM}rin^" " Hills, Lakes, and Forest Streams," Ac 

Mrs. Bobert Sedgwick, anthor of ^ Allen Presoott,*' Ac 

Mrs. Famham, author of " Ltfo in Prairie Land," Ac 

D. P. Kidder, author of " A Besldence in Braeil" Ac 

£. B. CCallBffhan, author of a " History of New York TTnder the Dnteb," Ac 

J. Anthony Bang, author of " Twen^-four years in the Argentine Bepublic'** Ac 

T. L. Mc&enney. author of a " History of the Indian Tribes of North America." " Memoirs, 

Official and Personal," Ac 

N. B. B. Beman, D. D. ; John B. Bomeyn, D. D. ; John Bigelow ; E. P. Hnribut ; Maunsell B. 

Field ; S. DeWitt Bloodgood ; Dr. Tomes ; George G. Foster, Ac, Ac 



KEW JEBSEY. 



J. Addison Alexander, 



Ison Alexander, D. D.. author of " Prlmltiye Church Goyernment," " The Psalms, 
Translated and Explained," " A Critical Commentary on the Prophesies of Isaiah," Ac Dr. Alex- 
ander is, unqaestioBably, one of the greatest Hying lights of learning. 

Charles Hodge, D. D., aathor of " The Way of Life/* " Constitutional History of the Presby- 
terian Church," Ac, and for thirty yean editor of the Princeton Beyiew. 
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B. SpMoer lflll«r, Mtttior of *« Otprioea,"* Aril 
H. H. Weld, aathor of ** Oorrected Prooft,'' kn. 

a Stewait U. 8. N^ aathor of «* A Visit to tbe Sontti 8«M»" ^SkeUhflt of floeicly in OiMt 
Britain,'* ''Besidenoe in the Sandwich Islands," Ac 

PENN8YLTANIA. 

Mr. Bradford, second Attomej Oeneral of tbe United States, an el^pnt post and miaoellaneoiu 
writer, whose famous treatise on **The Panishmeat of Death" has had a powerfol infiuenoe 
throoghoat Obristendwn In prodacinff mellon^ons of criminal codes. 

.John Heokenrelder, aathor of a "Narratire of the Miasions of the United Brethren," ** History 
of the Indian Nations of Pennsjlvania," <ha 

David Zetsberger, aathor of a ** Dictionarf of the German and Onondaga Lansaages," 7 vols. : 
nnmeroas yolames of sermons, hymns, Jbo,^ in the Lennl Lanape ^'^^gnffy and other works of 
the highest interest lo the phlloloelst. 

Nathaniel Ohapmao, the great literary excellences of whose works are known to erery student 
of medicine, and whose proaaotlons in general literatore are elegant and valnable. 

Ck>ndy Bagaet, aathor of ** uarrency and Banking," " Principles of Free iSradei" ** 1%e Masoaore 
in St DomlQffp," '* Memoirs of Haytl," ace 

Olement Blddle, translator ana editor of the first American edition of Say^s ** Political 
Boonomy," and an able writer on polltios and morals^ 

Blchard Biddla, author of "A Memoir of Sebsatian Cabot," Speedhee in Congress, Ac. 

Blchard Bush, whose elaborately and elegantly-written volumes describing his official 
**BeBidence at the Court of London," and otl^r nnmerous volumes and pamphlets, reviews, 
reports, speeches, Ac, will be read with admiration In coming agea. 

James Bush <bK»ther of Blchard), author of the profound treatise on **The PhUospphy of the 
Human Voice," so well known in almost every countzy and langaage, besides various productions 
in light literature. 

Henry U. Onderdonk, D.D., whose roneiitly collected * Works," In two octavo volumes, show 
him to be not only a polished writer, but a scholar and reasoner of the highest rank. 

Horace Binney, upon the whole, the greatest American writnr whose name has ever been 
ocmnected with public aifidrs. 

Bev. Dr. McOHntock, editor of the ** Methodist Quari«riy Beview," and the acknowledged 
bead (so far as genius and scholarship aro concerned) of the Methodist Church In America. 

Morton R McMlchaeL editor of ^ The North American,"— an orator of the most distinguished 
rank, and one of the most able of our marazine writers. 

Stephen Oolwell. author of "New "iniemes for the' Protestant Clergy," **The Position of 
Christianity in the United States," ^fc 

Georsre Catlin, author of ** Letters and Notes on the Ameriean Indians," " North American 
Indian Portfolio," ** Travels in Burope," A». 

Joseph B. Chandler, one of tbe most Ingenious and graoefhl of contemporary essayists. 

James P. Espy, author of a new ** Theory of Storms," and numerous otber ^aracteristio and 
able works in natural philosophy. 

Charles O. Leland, tbe erudite humorist, author of " Meister Earrs Sketch Book," tranalator of 
the Works of Heine, Ac 

Edith May, by consent of all the critics, tiie finest artist among the American female poets. 

Bobert Baird, D D., author of '* History of the Waldensea," ** Protestantism in Italy," "Visit to 
Northern Burope," Ac. 

John A. Clark, D. D., author of ** Glimpses cfthe Old World," ** A Walk About Zicn," " Gath- 
ered Fragments," Ace. 

C. J. Peterson, author of ** Kate Aylesford," ** Cmising In the Lsst War," ** Grace Dudley," Ac. 

Henry Wycoff, author of ** My Courtship and its Consequences," which will live when hsilf the 
books praised by the authors of this ** Cyclopedia" are forgotten. 

Henry A. Boardman, D. D., author of "* The Bible in the OountiBg House^" and many otber 
able works. 

Tench Ooxe, author of " Art and Manafacturee In the United States,'* Ams. 

Bembrandt Peale, author of ** Notes on Italy," &e. 

William Bawle, anthor of ** A View of the Constitution of the United States," ^bo. 

8. 8. Schmucker, author of " PByehology," ** Popular Infidelity," dse. 

Charles l£iner, author of a ** History of the Valley of Wyoming," &o. 

MABYLAND. 

Gen. •Tamt's Wilkinson, author of " Memoirs of Mv Own Times," (3 vols. 8vo.), 4o. 
Harvey Stanley, aathor of " Pilot and Herod, a Tale of the Province of Maryland," dEC» 
8. T. Wallis, aatbor of " Glimpses of Spain," *' Spain, her Institutioos," ^. 
N. C. Brooks, author of " Scripture Anthology," ** History of tbe Ghuroh," *' Histqry of the 
Mexican War," dsa 

J. W. Alexander, anthor of ** Catena Dominica," dec 
W. H. Carpenter, author of *' Claiborne, the Rebel," h% 
Stephen Collins, aathor of "Miscellanies," ^ 

DISTBICT OP 'COLUMBIA. 

# 

Peter Force, editor of the " American Archives," and one of our fibleat and mo9t exact his- 
torians 

Amos Kendall, author of the *' Li& of Andrew Jackson," 4bc 
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WflHam Darbf, aathor of niiin«roiu Importaiit books of tnyelt, published In the eerlj pert of 
this eentuij. 

Joseph Gales, one of the weightiest politicsl esssylsts of the oonntry. 



YIBOINIA. 

John Tajlor. of Oaroline, aathor of " Arator,** ** New Views of the Constttntion," " Inqvlrj 
IntotbePrinefpieeofOoTernment," Ac. Mr. Jefferson considered his numeroos works ** indis- 
pensable in the library of the statesman or the philosopher." 

Bey. Dr. Hoire, aathor of ** Sermons," ** Btnetnres on Wa1ker*s Fourfold Foandatlun," Ac 

'Wniiam 0. BKee, whose speeches, oratlonN and addresses are admirable examples of lltenurj 
ezecntion, and whose ** John Hampden and Algernon Sydney" Is a masterpiece of phllosophleal 
Moffraphy. 

Mrs. WflHam 0. Blyes, snthor of the deligbtfal yolaroe, ** Soavenlrs of a Besidenoe In France," 
referring to the period when her hosband was Minister to the French Court 

Henry Ruffoer, D. D., whose romanoes, ''Judith Bensaddl" and ''Seclansaval," evince consum- 
mate art and a rich Imagination, and whose ** Fathers of the Desert" Is a work of great and well- 
directed scholarship. 

Henry A Wise, one of the most original, brilliant and sparkling rhetoricians who have written 
or spoken to the present generation. 

William H. Foote, D. D., aathor of ** Sketches of Virginia," Ae. 

Miss Hawes, who, under the name of ** Marian Harland," has pabUshed the admirable novels, 
•• Alone " and « The Hidden Path." . 

Pendleton Kennedy, aathor of '*The Blackwater Chronicle," fte. 

Bev. Dr. Moore, author of ''The Prophets of the Restoration," Ac. 

Susan Archer Talley, a poet and prose writer of taste and genius; Dr. John H. Bios, Ac. Ac. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

J. S. Jones, of Shoeoo, aathor of ** A Defence of North Carolina," A», 

C. H. Wiley, author of ** Alamance, a Novel,"" Life In the South," Ac 

Francis Xsvier Martin, aathor of several valuable works in history aodJurlspradttDceu 

Samuel Sawyer, aathor of ** A Biography of John Bandolph," ** Plays,*^&o. 

SOUTH CABOLINA. 

William Johnson, author of *' The Life of Ckneral Greene," Sec 
Bishop Debon, author of " Sermons," a treatise ** On Confirmation," Ac 
Henry Mlddleton, author of several able works on Political Economy, Ao. 
William H. Trescott, aathor of " The Diplomacy of the Kevolution." 
Mrs. Kine, aathor of ** Busy Moments of^an Idle Woman," " Lily," Sec 
Bev. Dr Bachman, author of a " Defence of Luther and the Beformatton," ** Qnadrnpeds of 
North America," Ao. 

ALABAMA. 

Johnson J. Hooper, author of '* The Adventures of Captain Simon Suggs," Ac 
J. G. Baldwin, aathor of ** Party Leaders," ** Flush Times In Alabama,^^. 
Albert J. Pickett, author of ** The History of Akbama, Ac" 

j 

MISSISSIPPL 

Robert J. Widker, one of oar strouffpst and most accomplished writers in Political Econ<Hny. 
Sylvanus Cobb, a prolific writer of popular humorous tales, illustrating southern life. 

OHIO AND OTHEB WESTEBN STATES. 

John Cleves Symmes, author of ** A New Theory of the Earth," Ae. 

Jacob Bumetf. aathor of ** A History of the Northwest Territory," Ac. 

Ml)). Blpley, U. S. A., aathor of " A History of the War in Mexico," dDC 

John M Harney, author of " Crystalina," Ac 

James Wler, author of " Lonz Powers," " Simon Kenton," " The Winter Lodge," Sec 

James D. Nonrse, author of the noble work, '>The Past and its Les^ieo," ** Leavenworth," &e. 

Micah P. Flint, author of " The Hunter and other Poems, &c" 

James B. Walker, author of " The Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation," Ae. 

Albert Taylor Bledsoe, author of ** A Befatation of Edwards on the WtiV "Theodicy," Ao. 

Asa Mahan, author of " Intellectnal Philosophy," " On the Will/* " Spirit Bapplngs," Ac 

J. A. McCluog, author of " Southwestern Adventure," Ac 

Alex. Klnmon^ author of " Natural History of Man," " Else and Progress of Philosophy," Ac 

Bev. Dr. TelTt, author of " The Shoulder Knot," '* Hungary and Kossuth," dsc 

W. T. Coneshall, aath<Hr of ** Easy Warren and his Contemporaries," Ac 

Emerson Bennett, author of" Clara Moreland," "The Forged Will,** Ac. 

Thomas H. Shreve, author of " Drayton," " Poems," Ac 

Anne Peyrie Dlnnlee, aathor of "The Floral Year,^ " Poems," &e. 

George W. Cutter, author of" The Song of Steam and other Poems," Sec 

J. N . Beynolds, author of ** The Voyage of the Potomac Boond the World," Ac 



Duyekincks* Oyelopedia of American Literature, 29 

_ W. p. Striokliuid, anthor of the ** Hlstonr and e«n1iu ei MetliodlBm,'' ** History of the Amerlcaa 
Bible Society," Ac 

Bebeoca 8. Niohola, author of ** Poeme," Ao. 

Metta y. Fuller, author of *' Poems of Imagination,*' ** The Senator's Bon," Ae. 

OtwtLv Onrry ; Fortunatos Cosby; O. J. Tiotor; Dr. Breokenridge, of Ky^ Dr. JEUeOi of St Lonii ; 
Mrs. Bolton; Mrs. Pyatt, A»., ^ , Ao. 

To this long but hasty and very imperfect list of our native authors 
who are not included in the " Cyclopedia of American Literature," we 
must add the names of some of those literary characters of foreign birth 
who have resided in the United States, and written here works which 
connect their names with the history of our literary advancement, but 
whom the Messrs. Duyckinck, from ignorance or caprice, have neglected 
to mention. We shall not allude to any one whose claims to consider- 
ation in such a work are not far more unquestionable than those of 
many of the foreign writers who are prominently introduced : 

John and Charles Wesley, both of whom wrote largely in this country and of this country. 

Wm. Oobbett, whose collected works written in Philadelphia fill twelve octavo volumes, 
and whose influence upon contemporary American writers was certainlv very great 

John Williams the ** Anthony Pasquiu " immortalized by Gilford and Lord Srskine, who was 
• busy writer here for many years, and died here. 

Bobert Merry, founder of the fiunous school of ** Delia Cmscans," who exercised during twenty 
years a greater inflaence than any other individual has ever exercised upon American taste in 
poetry aAd other kinds of writiag. He died in Baltimore. 

Andre Miohanx uid F. A. Miohaux, authors of the splendid works, ** Hlstoire des Ghtoes de 
TAmerlque," "Flora Borealt- Americana," ** The North American Sylva," dsa 

Charles Luden Bon^>arte, whose three folio volumes on *' American birds not described by 
Wilson.*" entitle him to respect as an American scholar. 

Philip Mazzel, M. de Beaujour, M. de Talleyrand, Chateaubriand, the Dnke de Llancourt, and 
other French and Italian writers In America during the Bevolntlon or belbre the close of the last 
century. 

Sriek BoUman, an industrions contributor to the " Port Folio,** and author of several works on 
political economy and natural science. 

Gen. H. L. Y. Ducoudray Holstein, who wrote here "BeeoUeetions of an OfSoer of the Em- 
pire,** ** The Life of Simon Bolivar,** 4e&, and edited at Albany ** i he Zodiac,** an admirable lit- 
warv Journal 

James Buohsnan, long British Consul in New York, and an able writer on American ethnology 
and biatory. He has been best known by his " Sketches of the History, Manners, and Customs 
of the North American Indians,** 3 vols. 18S4. 

Alexis Eustaphieve, fur a quarter of a century Bussian Consul in New York, author of ** Deme- 
triujL the Hero of the Don, an Epic Poem,** and numerous other producttuns. 

Frances Wright, who wrote most of her works here^ and made this country her home for more 
than twenty years. 

William C. Brownlee, D. D., author of "The Whigs <^ Scotland,** •* Quakerism,** "Ser- 
mons,** kfi, 

Cbsries Seatsfleld, long a dtiaen <^the United States, and, in numerous wwks, a MlUant and 
successful delineator of American life and nature. 

Thomas CoUey Grattan, who while British Consul at Bostm wrote and published two of his 
mostpopu'ar works. 

William Peter, author of ** The Poets and Poetry of Greece and B9me,** translator of Schiller's 
dmma^dMS. 

J. H. Mancur, author of ** Henri Quatre,** who, while living in Brooklyn, where he died, wrote 
and published five novels and histodcal works on American subjects. 

Mi^or Bichardson (a native of Canada), author of '"Bcarte," " Waoousta,** Ac, lived in New 
York many years, wrote here six of his popular romances, and died here. 

Francis J. Grand, author of" Democrdoy in America,** " Aristocracy in America,** Ac 

Henry Gil«s, one of our most eminent Uterary men, author of "Discourses on life,** "Leo- 
tores, Essays, and Miscellanies** Ac 

Thomas Ewbank (late Commissioner of Patents), anthor of "Life in Brazil,** "The Worid 
a Workshop,'* See. 

Louis Fitzgerald Tasistro, author of ** Bsndom Shots In Southern Breezes,** &c 

Blchard Adams Locke, author of ** Extraordinary Discoveries in the Moon, by Sir John Her- 
Bchel,** "The Lost MSS. of Mungo Park,** Ac. 

Harro Hsrrlng, who has written hereseversl of his most remarkable works. 

Pietro Maroncelli, author of an "Essay on the Classic and Bomantic Schools^" "Additions to 
the Memoirs of Silvio Peliico,** dee. 

J. C. Hempel, M. D., anthor of "The True Organization of the Church,** and many able works 
in BMdioal science. 

William Tell Poussin, anthor of " The Power and Progress of the United Statesi*' Ae. 

William Adam, author of " BUvery in India,*' Ac. 
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J. A. JanM, anUuxr of ••HsfviUU,'* om of tbe witters of {ho«t7iilfeei BtiiCM iLttxtfarr 
Ckiette," 4ec. 

Q. P. K. James, who hae prodoeed during his reeideaoe in Amerles^ at leaat s-dozen noreli. 

Fanny KemblA B«U«r, wim» wrote here kalf of all ahe haa ever published. 

Wnitawa Mouatfimd, aatlMr« of *" Tborp^'' » Batfaanada,'' "* Maiivrfa,*" A«. 

William E. Burton, Scheie de Yere, Aehille Murat, George F. Saxtim, Ac. dn., S^ 

To turn from foreign autbfors, who have written in the United 
States, we may express surprise that not one of the Indians who ever 
evinced a capacity for learning or literature, is here mentioned. George 
Guess, the famous inventor of the Cherokee alphabet; George Gopway 
(Eahgewagebow), who has written some curious " Poems," ** A History 
of the Ojibway Nation," and his own " Travels " and " Life ;" and half 
a dozen other descendants of the ancient inhabitants of this country^, 
certainly deserve some notice in a " Cyclopedia of American Litera- 
ture." Kahgewagebow writes better English than many of the authors 
whose biographies are given, or the Messrs. Duychincks themselves. 

Respecting a certain Mr. Dove, who wrote a life of Andrew Marvel^ 
Mr. Rogers, one of the Edinbur^ Reviewers, expresses regret that he 
has been misled in a trifling degree by adhering too literally to the 
etynaology of the word " compilation." It is true, says Rogers, that 
" compilation" comes from " compilatio," and equally true that '* com- 
pilatio " means ** pillage," but it does not follow necessarily that com- 
pilation is to be literally pillage. Our authors are in Mr. Dove's posi- 
tion, or perhaps a little beyond it. In their first volume, they ^* com- 
piled " mainly from Mather, Elliot, Allen, and Eettell. For much of 
the rest, so far as it has any value, " The Poets and Poetry of Anierica,'' 
** The Prose Writers of America," and other books and periodicals by 
the same author, have been liberally pillaged. We shall not dwell on 
this, matter ; but, having undertaken to demonstrate the justice of what- 
ever criticisms of their work we have advanced, we shall not withhold 
our " instances " altogether. If the notice of E. Justine Bayard, em- 
bracing some fects stated in the " Female Poets of America," had been 
derived from an indepiendent source, the authors would have been in- 
formed that, soon after the publication of that book, Miss Bayard be- 
came Mrs. Cutting, and that five or six years ago she died. They 
describe her as a living poet. Mrs. Warfield, one of the " two sisters 
of the West," whom,- appropriating her biography as given in the same 
work, they speak of as one of our living authors, any original informant 
writing within the last three years would have told them was deceased. 
When the " Poets and Poetry " appeared, George Lunt, resided in New- 
buryport, and our cyclopedists say, with its author, that "since 1824 
Mr. Lunt has practiced his? profession at Newburyport.'* They might 
have ascertained that this gentleman,, several years ago, was made 
United States District Attorney, and removed' to Boston. Mr. Pier- 
pont's life is given, as f^r as could be learned from the ^* Poets and 
Poetry ;" but the striking and important events in it which succeeded 
the period in which that performance came out, the Messrs. Duyckinck 
have never heard of. To them the sage of Medford is still the minis- 
ter of Hollis-street. At the end of a sketch of Cooper, we are advised 
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that they ^ have been largely isdiebted in its preparation to Mr. Bryant's 
Discourse." Now, every fact worth reciting in the whole article is from 
'^Tbe Pi'Oae Writers of America." Mr. Bryant, in pronouncing an 
eulogium upon Cooper, could not very well refer to the sources of his 
inforniation ; his object: wa» to paint the character, not to recite the 
biogi^aphy, of the great novelist. Besides, this unworthy appropriation 
can have no justification in the pretense that Mr. Bryant was followed, 
since credit is always to be given to the first publisher of any fact or 
consideration made use of. In the same *^ vein " of plagiarism is the 
information they offer of Wm. B. Tappan. They bring him forward as 
a living author. He died in 1849. But enough of this. Readers 
acquainted with the works referred to will have no difficulty in estimat- 
ing at its just value the "original research" displayed in this ** Cyclo- 
pedia." 

It was our intention to say something of the " illustrations " of these 
volumes, but we must forbear. Yet we will mention a single example : 
Although a committee of the Legislature of Vermont reported that a 
project for employing Hiram Powers, a native of that state, upon a 
statue of Ethan Allen, for the capitol, must be abandoned because 
upon the most diligent inquiry they were convinced that there was no 
portrait or any kind of likeness of him in existence, the Messrs. Duyc- 
kinck appear to have had no difficulty in finding a very good-looking 
head without another claimant, which they present as the veritable 
hero of Ticonderoga. 

If any new aspirant for literary honors shall attempt a ** Cyclo- 
pedia of American Literature," we commend to him especially a few 
subjects which are entirely neglected in the work before us, and which 
seem to us not only of great interest and importance, but quite indis- 
pensable in any survey of our mental progress ; they might perhaps be 
most conveniently treated in an appendix : The education of the Ame- 
can people, its universality and value, and the institutions and public 
measures for its advancement ; progressive statistics of book publication 
in the United States ; the newspaper press, its character and influence ; 
the periodical literature of the colonies and the states, embracing 
notices of all the literary journals, in chronological order, ever published 
here, with the names, so far as they can be ascertained, of their writers; 
the scientific and other public expeditions under the authority of the 
government, of which histories have been written, or which have in- 
duced the publication of literary works ; the contributions, numerous, 
interesting, and valuable, of the officers of the army to our literature ; 
the works, scarcely less important, from officers of the navy ; and the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and the labors 
of its agents, as exhibited in books and periodicals, which constitute 
some of the most important additions to ethnological and geographical 
science made in this country. Other matters, not less essential to the 
completeness of such a production, will be recalled by most intelligent 
readers. 

We do not often have occasion to enter as largely as in this instance 
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upon a consideration of the merits or demerits of a book ; but as ''The 
Cyclopedii\ of American Literature *' ostentatiously claims recogni- 
tion as a national work of the highest importance, we have deemed it 
neither inexpedient nor uninteresting to exhibit, in a necessarily ex- 
tremely hurried reviewal, a few specimens of its quality. These speak 
for themselyes. 



